
























i a i SL ie 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 








Vol. XVIII MARCH, 1918 No. 6 














Sermons for the Month of April 





LOW SUNDAY 


FAITH CONQUERS THE WORLD 
BY THE REV. T. M. BARRETT, O.P. 


“This is the victory which overcometh the world, our Faith.”—1. St. John, 5. 


SYNOPSIS.—(a) False end of Man: Pleasure, wealth and pride. All who 
live for these temporal things constitute the “world.” (b) True end of 
Man: Knowledge and love of Christ. (c) Knowledge and love of 
Christ enable man to conquer the seductions of pleasure, wealth and 
pride; and living Faith gives us this knowledge and love; therefore tt 
conquers the “World.” 


Examples: 


(1) Magdalen: Faith conquers Sensuality. 
(2) Zacheus: Faith conquers Mammon. 
(3) Augustine: Faith conquers Pride. 


What is my great and primary end in this world? Wherefore 
have I been created? Is it to eat and drink and make merry and 
sin, and to indulge the base appetites of my nature? Or is it to 
lay up treasure on earth, to accumulate the glittering gold, to 
seek the charmed circle whose wealth makes them well-nigh om- 
nipotent? Or, finally, am I here for something higher but still 
earthly and finite—to make a name in the world and win the 
applause of men? Am I here to achieve renown in the field of 
politics, or of literature, or of science? Am I here to climb into 
high position and live for glory, pointed at by the finger of Fame, 
myself my own center, doing homage to no higher will? 

Yes, the world answers, these things are the true object of 
human effort. For them live and labor, O children of men! 
These be your gods! They hold the secret of happiness, 
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Now, Brethren, all who think thus and act thus constitute the 
“World” of which our text speaks. St. John himself defines the 
“World” in the second chapter of this Epistle. ‘There is noth- 
ing in the world,” he says, “but the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life.” Sensuality, Mammon, Pride— 
behold the “World” that persecuted our Divine Master and re- 
pudiates the Gospel. 

But how does Faith conquer the World and its lusts? It is 
one of the manifold blessings of Christianity that it reveals our 
true essential good, the object in which we find final and perfect 
happiness. The Gospel says: not in sensual pleasure, not in filthy 
lucre, not in pride of place or the applause of men, can the human 
soul find an adequate object. These things suffice not. They are 
finite: therefore too small for the immortal spirit of man. They. 
take wings and fly away: how then can man find abiding repose 
therein? “As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth 
my soul for Thee, O God!” “Thou hast made us, O Lord, for 
Thyself, and restless is our heart till it rests in Thee.” And this 
Infinite One, this All-perfect, All-beautiful, All-loving God, Chris- 
tianity brings within our reach. It reveals Him, clothed in 
human nature, walking the ways of Galilee, speaking as man had 
never spoken, loving as man can never love. It assures us that 
He lives, in mystic wondrous manner, in the Catholic Church, 
and that He is really, truly and substantially present in the most 
august mystery of the Eucharist. 

Now, it is by unison with this Incarnate God that man can 
conquer the world. Human nature is horribly corrupt since the 
Fall of man. How prone to things of earth it is! How sensual! 
How preposterously proud! The thoughts of the human heart 
naturally run to evil. Nay, men speak and argue as though 
there were no means of overcoming those degrading appetites. 
Corrupted we are, but corrupted we need not remain. There is 
a means of rising superior to the world, of triumphing over its 
lusts. Union with Incarnate God, that is our true end, and that 
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union can enable us to combat the most violent seductions of 
earth. Christ enthroned in the heart of man—He can conquer 
the most powerful appeal of sensuality; He can make the most 
avaricious soul as enamored of poverty as St. Francis; He can 
change diabolic pride into lowliest humility. And because He 
conquers the World, Faith conquers it, as Faith puts us in pos- 
session of Him. Mark, however, that only a living Faith can 
accomplish this victory. Only a living Faith that issues in 
Charity can appropriate Christ, and through Him subdue the 
World. . TERY 

And how often has the truth of our text been demonstrated! 
How many signal examples does history record wherein Faith 
won a powerful victory over the lusts of the World! Let me 
take three memorable cases, one of Sensuality, one of Mammon, 
one of Pride. 

Appalling is the grip of Sensuality on the soul once it has 
gained complete ascendancy. Many, alas! despair of conquering 
its terrible tenacity: the violence of that passion seems to laugh 
to scorn all attempts to master it. The history of the Church 
furnishes us many an example of the triumph of Faith over Sen- 
suality; and the Gospel of St. Luke records one of surpassing 
interest. Let us go back in thought to the days of the Divine 
Master, and enter the banquet-hall of Simon the Pharisee. Pros- 
trate at the feet of the Saviour is a fallen child of Eve. She has 
sounded the lowest depth of degradation. Did happiness come to 
Magdalen while she quaffed the cup of sensual pleasure? Ah, no! 
The inexorable law asserted itself. The deeper she drank, the 
more of bitterness did the hand of God’s merciful justice pour 
into that draught. Sorrow built an abiding home in her heart. 
In the days of her youth, when she walked in the command- 
ments of Jehovah, the light of Heaven was on her path and 
God’s love made melody in her heart. Now all is darkness on 
the horizon of her life. Perhaps she was approaching the abyss 
of despair when she heard of the marvelous Prophet of Galilee. 
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His fame was on every tongue. She sought Him and found Him. 
Oh, the revolution which that vision wrought in the soul of 
Magdalen! A new world dawns upon her: Faith reveals the 
divine Personality of the Prophet; and falling at His feet, her 
tears and kisses betray the mighty change that has transformed 
her life. Faith issuing in the most ardent love has cleansed that 
soul of its crimson stains. The foul things of the past are now 
the object of profound abhorrence, of unspeakable loathing. The 
presence of her divine Rabboni is her delight, her very heaven. 
Faith has conquered Sensuality, and Magdalen is a saint. 

Let us now turn to the nineteenth chapter of St. Luke, and see 
how Faith triumphs over Avarice. 

Mammon is no modern deity. In all ages he has exercised a 
strange spell over the human heart. For the Jew he seems to 
have a special fascination, and the Golden Calf of Exodus accom- 
panies the Hebrew along the devious path of his destiny. The 
Zacheus of St. Luke’s Gospel was a successful political economist. 
As chief or head of the tax-gatherers he had accumulated, we may 
be sure, no small pile of shekels. Why not? The master tax- 
gatherer was not popularly regarded as able to indulge in the 
luxury of a conscience. Probably Zacheus was a normal type of 
his class. But avarice had not corrupted him completely: “the 
accursed love of gold” had not killed all that was noble in his 
nature; and when Jesus, towards the close of His ministry, ap- 
proached Jericho, the little millionaire mingled with the crowd 
that sped forth to do Him honor. You know the sequel. You 
know how tender and gracious were the words which the Saviour 
addressed to that poor child of Mammon. ‘“Zacheus,” He said, 
“make haste and come down, for this day must I abide in your 
house.” Zacheus came down from the coign of vantage, received 
the Master into his house with cordial welcome; and when they 
had partaken of the banquet, the miser of the morning ap- 
proached his Divine Guest and made a marvelous avowal. “The 
half of my goods, Lord, I give to the poor, and, if I have been 
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unjust to anyone, I restore fourfold.” O magnificent triumph 
of Faith! Brilliant victory of Christ over Mammon! Like 
Dagon of old the Money-god fell from his pedestal, when Faith 
and Love had welcomed and honored Emmanuel. 

Finally, Faith conquers the world of Pride, the world in which 
man makes himself sole supreme lord and master. Of the three 
lusts that constitute the “World,” Pride is the most subtle and 
insidious. How profound on the subject is the saying of St. 
Augustine: Pride is the sensuality of the soul. And how prone is 
man to this sensuality! How easily and naturally he affects the 
god! 

Can we find a more memorable example of the triumph of 
Faith over Pride than the great Augustine himself affords? In 
the days of his young manhood both intellect and will wandered 
far from God. He despised the Catholic Church because she 
walked by Faith; and he joined the proud ranks of the Mani- 
cheans who professed to walk by knowledge, and repudiated the 
humility of Faith. The Christian Scriptures, judged by the 
standard of Pride, contrasted poorly, he thought, with the pom- 
pous diction of Cicero. Pride was his predominant passion. He 
seems to hold that it alienated him further from God than even 
immorality. But the prayers and tears of Monica, his loving 
mother, would brook no opposition. Principally through Plato 
and St. Paul his intellect was illuminated. The humility of the 
Saviour rebuked his arrogance. Grace built up a new spiritual 
will which subdued the old carnal will. The proud Manichean 
became the most humble of Catholic Saints and by far the 
greatest of the Fathers. Never did Faith win a more brilliant vic- 
tory than when it prostrated Augustine at the feet of Christ. Oh 
that the proud ones of to-day would learn a lesson from this 
mighty master in Israel! What are your modern Emersons com- 
pared with him? What are the inane productions of the press 
in our time compared with the “Confessions of St. Augustine,” 
full of philosophy and high spirituality? Many a prodigal has 
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that great classic led back to his Father’s bosom. Often has it 
been the medium through which Faith has come to conquer 
human Pride. 

Yes, Faith is a mighty force when linked to Charity. It can 
subdue the enemies of our salvation, however numerous, how- 
ever powerful. With this potent weapon the most obdurate sin- 
ner may become a radiant saint. A remarkable chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews records its triumph in ancient days. The 
history of Catholic Saints, of their heroism, of their astounding 
austerities, of their marvellous work for the uplifting of our 
race, this is the chronicle of Faith triumphant in modern times, 
Rejoice, O Brethren, that God has put this conquering sword into 
your hand. Despair not of mastering your passions whatever 
their violence. Let not your Faith slumber in death, divorced 
from the love of Jesus Christ. Supported by a strong personal 
love for the Divine Master, your Faith, conquering the seductive 
forces of evil on earth, will put a scepter in your hand and a 
crown on your brow in Heaven. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE CHILD'S RIGHT TO RELIGION 
BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd giveth His life for His sheep.” 


SYNOPSIS.—Jesus the good shepherd and model for all shepherds, notably 

parents. 

The child’s r1cHT to religion implies duty on part of its parents. Re- 
lation of rights and duties. 

“Keeping company” with non-Catholics dangerous. ; 

The child’s right to a HoME. Philosophy of sex impulse. Affair of 
race not of individuals as such. The worst burglar or sneak thief. 

The child’s right to religion menaced by mixed religion of parents. 
Rule versus exception. 

Duty to protect child’s health and property. How much greater the 
duty to protect his religion. 


In to-day’s Gospel lesson Jesus pictures Himself not merely as 
a good shepherd but as the good shepherd. He is the ideal, the 
model of all good shepherds. Those whom Divine Providence 





SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 507 


has placed over others will help their subordinates or dependents 
best by studying and interpreting and imitating what Jesus would 
do for them under any and all circumstances. 

In a moral sense every one who has charge of others in any 
way is their shepherd. This is peculiarly and especially true of 
parents with regard to their children. Parents are destined by 
nature itself to be the shepherds of their children. In proportion 
as Christian parents secure and insure their children in Catholic . 
principles and practises are they, the parents, good shepherds 
after the heart of Jesus. 

The first and foremost right of the child has to do with its 
permanent destiny; that is, the supernatural union of the soul 
with God both here and hereafter. The most important right of 
the child, the right to which all its other rights are merely sub- 
sidiary, is its right to religion. For this reason, I propose to speak 
briefly but frankly to-day on “The Child’s Right to Religion.” 

The child’s right to religion implies the duty on the part of the 
parents or on the part of those who take the place of its parents 
to secure and protect that right. Every one loves to think and to 
talk of his rights, but how few reflect that they can have no rights 
unless others have the duty to respect those rights. 

Obviously if I have a right to anything it is because others have 
the duty to respect my right, and, under circumstances, to protect 
it. Conversely, if another has a right, I have a duty towards him 
with regard to that right. The child’s right to religion means that 
the parents are in duty bound to. make religion the secure pos- 
session of their child. 

The duties of the parents towards their child begin even before 
they become engaged to be married. Young men and young 
women of Catholic faith should think of the religious rights of 
possible future children when they begin to go to parties and 
other social gatherings. Generally speaking, they should attend 
only those social gatherings in which they will meet young people 
of their own faith. An ounce of precaution is worth a pound of 





508 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


cure. Young people of Catholic faith cannot frequent the com- 
pany of non-Catholics without jeopardizing the right of possible 
future children to the Catholic religion. It is a fallacy, con- 
demned by experience, to say, “Oh, we just go to shows and 
parties sometimes. We do not mean anything serious.” Too 
often attachments between Catholics and non-Catholics are 
started in this way and grow almost imperceptibly until the young 
people imagine that they cannot get along without each other. 
It is then too late to prevent a mixed marriage with its train of 
unhappiness for the parents and of spiritual danger to their fu- 
ture children. 

The child’s right to religion demands that the parents be of one 
heart and faith in holy and undefiled wedlock. Children will rise 
in judgment against parents who trifle with their right to a home. 

Let unmarried men and women face the issue bravely and 
frankly. Personal purity is a prime duty which they owe to them- 
selves, to their home, to the nation, to the Church, and to God. 


The sexual impulse is not wrong in itself. It is implanted by 


the Creator in every normal man and woman. It is intended to 
be a strong factor in determining men and women to take upon 
themselves the burdens and sacrifices of family life. 

The sexual appetite is to the race what hunger is to the indi- 
vidual. If individuals were not warned by hunger to feed them- 
selves, they might starve to death. If the sex impulse were lack- 
ing, the race might starve and die out. Individuals must suffer 
from the sex impulse for the good of the race. 

The sex impulse is something that has to do, strictly and ex- 
clusively, with the welfare of the race. Men and women who 
seek to gratify it selfishly merely for their own pleasure outside 
of lawful wedlock, or who artificially interfere with its natural 
purpose even in wedlock are far worse than sneak thieves. They 
steal something tremendously important that does not belong to 
them, that belongs strictly to the race and to those who lawfully 
and honestly represent the human race in holy wedlock. 
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It must be clear to any thinking person that the Church is not 
arbitrary but that she voices the self-preserving law of human 
nature when she denounces all impurity and every wilful approach 
to impurity, be it thought, desire, word, or action, as a grievous 
sin against nature and against nature’s God. The burglar who 
breaks into a house is a respectable citizen compared to the liber- 
tine who breaks into homes by impurity and who selfishly steals 
what is so precious to the human race. I denounce the hypocrisy 
of those persons who condone sins of impurity by calling them 
“merely human” or “pardonable human weakness.” What is dic- 
tated by reason and higher will power is human; what opposes 
reason and will is worse than bestial. It is cowardly and inhuman. 


Facing the issue squarely, therefore, young men and women 
will realize that the child’s right to religion implies their duty to 
be pure of mind and body, so as to be fit and authorized to repre- 
sent God and the race when the time comes to conceive and to 
give birth to the tiny hands and wonderful eyes that shall bless 
their home. 


The child’s right to religion implies the duty of its parents to 
seek and to practise the one true religion. Differences in religion 
between the parents usually breed religious indifference in the 
child. The child will scarcely consider the Catholic religion so 
very important and essential when either its father or its mother 
denies by example, if not by words, that it is the most important 
and essential thing in life. It may be possible to pick out cases in 
which, apparently, at any rate, the children born and reared in 
homes founded upon mixed marriages are loyal, practical Catho- 
lics, but these cases are the rare exception and not the rule. Such 
children are good Catholics not because but in spite of the mixed 
marriage of the parents. Sane men and women are guided in 
their conduct by what is the rule and not by what is the exception. 
It is positively foolish and sinful to tempt Providence by relying 
on a sort of moral miracle in entering upon a mixed marriage 
condemned by both faith and reason. 
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Parents who notably neglect to feed and to shelter their chil- 
dren or who do not take the ordinary, necessary means to restore 
them and to keep them in health are criminals before the law and 
the state punishes them, because the children have a right to all 
these things. 

Parents or guardians who fail to protect the property rights of 
children are held personally liable by the courts for all such 
neglect. 

What, then, will be the punishment meted out by an all just 
God to parents who neglect to protect the highest, the most essen- 
tial, the one permanent right of the child, its right to religion? 
What will they say to the good Shepherd who “giveth His life 
for His sheep?” 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL ORDER 
BY THE REV. A. B. SHARPE, A.M. 
“Honor all men, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.”— 
Peter, ii. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. The Church, guided by revelation, distinguishes truth and 

falsehood, and right and wrong, in the conduct and belief of mankind. 

2. She is able to do so, because there are two spheres of life, the 
natural and the supernatural, and both are established by God and ruled 
by His Laws. 

3. In St. Peter’s summary of duty, both spheres are recognized. 

4. We have to live in both, and must neither confuse the two, nor at- 
tempt to substitute either for the other. 


1. One of the distinguishing features of the Catholic religion 
is the universality not only of its appeal to the sympathy and 
needs of mankind, but also of its survey of the field in which it is 
employed—that is, of the whole world. The Church cannot, in- 
deed, decide as to the eternal future of individuals who do not 
belong to her; she has no means of doing so. Nor, beyond the 
comparatively small number of saints canonized by infallible 
authority, has she ever pretended to determine which of her own 
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children will be finally saved and which will not. But her message 
is to the whole human family; and in order to deliver that mes- 
sage effectively, she has to take account of the system of belief 
and conduct pursued by each of those to whom she speaks. Thus 
the Church, though she cannot foretell the future or search those 
secrets of the human conscience which only God knows, never- 
theless speaks quite clearly as to the actual position before God 
of every imaginable class and type of human being in the world; 
all find their appropriate place within the framework of the Gos- 
pel scheme, though none but God can certainly know to what class 
or type any given individual is to be assigned. The Church has 
no enmity towards those who reject her doctrine, or who have 
never heard of it; she does not, like the Mohammedan, pass a 
final condemnation on all who are outside her fold. Nor, on the 
other hand, does she in any way ignore or minimize the vast 
difference that separates those who belong to her from those who 
do not. She has no sympathy with the notion, held by most 
modern Protestants and by many Pagans, that differences of 
religious belief are of only secondary importance in comparison 
with the unity supposed to underlie all religious opinions of what- 
soever kind. Queen Elizabeth, when she wanted to negotiate a 
commercial treaty with the Turks, could go so far as to claim 
their friendship on the ground of the common opposition of Turks 
and Protestants to the “idolatry” of Rome. But the true Church 
is self-sufficing, and neither need nor can make any alliance with 
the worldly powers outside her pale for the sake of accomplish- 
ing her lofty purposes. The Church stands firmly on the founda- 
tion of the divinely revealed truth of which she is the appointed 
guardian. With that truth as her guide, she is able to discern the 
true value before God of all human thought and conduct. All 
that is true she approves, wherever it may be found; all that is 
false and wrong she condemns. But for the persons of those who 
reject her claims she has no feeling but that of profound charity. 
How, indeed, could she have any other, subject as she is to a God 
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who so loved this sinful world that He gave His Son to die for 
its salvation? 

2. It is from our Lord Himself that the Church has learned 
how to regard the world. He has taught us very clearly that 
there are two sorts of goodness to be aimed at by mankind. They 
correspond, very nearly, to our duty to God and our duty to our 
neighbor. One is that performance of worldly duties which is 
enjoined in the Sermon on the Mount; the other consists in that 
personal love of God and intercourse with Him which our Lord 
called “‘life’—the life of the soul, and which He came to bestow 
in full abundance. The two are quite distinct, though both are 
necessary; the second cannot exist without the first, though the 
first may in great measure exist without the second. It is quite 
possible to fulfil our duties in the world to a very great extent, 
and at the same time to neglect our duty to God altogether. The 
two spheres of action are called respectively the natural and the 
supernatural; and it is on the recognition of the two, each in its 
proper place, that the Church’s wide and discriminating view of 
human life is based. 

God has established the laws by which the natural world is 
governed, and all His creatures are bound to obey them. The 
irrational world has no choice in the matter; the earth, the air, 
the sea and all the creatures they contain, follow inevitably the 
law of their being. Only man can choose whether he will fall 
into line with the rest of creation by rendering free obedience to 
God’s laws, or will use his free will to his own loss by breaking 
them. Every man’s welfare in this world depends, as we all 
know, in great measure upon himself. We must obey the laws on 
which health and prosperity depend if we wish to be well and 
prosperous; we must also obey the laws of truth, honor and jus- 
tice if we wish to gain the respect of our neighbors and our own 
—and we can hardly be happy or prosperous without having both. 
We must moreover recognize and venerate the divine Creator to 
whom we owe all that we have and are, if we wish, as all men 
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naturally do, to be able to rest upon a rational explanation of the 
nature of things such as can satisfy both mind and heart. This 
is the natural life. It is the ideal of many people; the world in 
general, which always regards the supernatural with suspicion 
and dislike, has nothing but approval for those who try to live 
as nature requires. But the lives which aim at no more than this, 
respectable, virtuous and happy as they often appear to be, can 
never be really successful or satisfactory. We are meant for 
something more; and the life of nature, necessary as it is, and 
good as far as it goes, leaves out the most important part of the 
powers which man may use. For man was destined at his crea- 
tion, not merely to a life of natural happiness in this world, but 
also to a life above nature. His true sphere is not limited to this 
world; he belongs already to an order of things of which this 
world can tell us nothing and in which it can give us no help. Our 
true end is to be found in nothing less than the sight of God, in 
perfect union with Him, and a share in His own blessedness, in 
the life beyond the grave. Man, indeed, has failed to do his part; 
and sin has consequently separated man from God. But he still 
belongs to the supernatural order; he is still made for God and 
the enjoyment of God in heaven; and so, as St. Augustine says, 
our souls are restless until they find rest in God. 

But our Lord has come to restore the grace which mankind had 
lost, and which now he freely offers to all men in the Catholic 
Church. Within the natural life which we must all lead in this 
world, we can and must lead the life of grace. Otherwise, we 
lead only half a life, and that the least valuable and important 
half. People condemn as useless and idle those who systemati- 
cally fail to exercise their natural powers, or to take advantage of 
their opportunities. How much more does God condemn those 
who neglect the supernatural powers He offers them and make 
no use of the opportunities which He provides for fulfilling His 
purposes and obtaining His rewards! 

3. This twofold life of nature and grace is what St. Peter 








514 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


sums up for us in the epistle for to-day. “Honor all men,” he 
says ; that is, recognize the natural tie by which God has united ys 
to one another in the mutual obligations of civil society. “Honor 
the king’’; that is, respect and obey the natural authority, how- 
ever administered, by which God has decreed that human society 
shall be preserved. But we are to “love the brotherhood”—and 
so we pass from the natural to the supernatural. For the brother- 
hood is God’s family, united with Him and with each other by 
His Grace; and the sign of that union is the supernatural love 
which loves God for His own sake and man for the sake of God. 
Nature bids us play our part among men in the visible world. God 
calls us into His presence and bids us live with Him and with His 
friends and true children in that invisible world which is our true 
and permanent home. But the natural and supernatural orders 
are both established and ruled by God, and therefore in both de- 
partments of life we are to look to Him as supreme; in both we 
are to obey His laws, under pain of eternal punishment, and in the 
hope of eternal reward—we are to “fear God.” 


4. Many of the errors into which people have fallen at dif- 
ferent times, both of belief and conduct, are due to a confusion 
between the two spheres of the natural and the supernatural. 
People will often point to the shortcomings of a Catholic in his 
worldly duties, and say that there can be no truth or advantage in 
a religion whose professors can be so unworthy. On the other 
hand, they will say that religion cannot be necessary, since many 
people are so good without having any ; which is as much as if one 
were to say that education is useless because many well-educated 
persons are weak in body, and many very muscular ones have no 
education. Some, again, cannot see why Catholics should not join 
in non-Catholic worship, or help to support the institutions of 
non-Catholic religions, because there is no objection to their meet- 
ing their Protestant neighbors on the common ground of corporal 
works of mercy or the discharge of social duties. No such mis- 
takes can be made by those who remember that wé have to live at 
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one and the same time in the natural world with our fellow men, 
and in the supernatural with God and the saints. 


There is a religion of nature as well as the religion of revela- 
tion—the religion, that is, that men make for themselves as well 
as that which is given us by God. Natural reason tells us much 
about God and our duty to Him; and if we follow it rightly, it 
will lead us to the faith which is the crown and complement of 
reason. But the truth that God has revealed, and which we know 
by faith in His word, goes far beyond anything that reason alone 
can tell us. Natural religion may tell us truly about God, though 
the truth is mixed with error; but supernatural religion brings us 
into the actual presence of God and is wholly true. 


Grace and nature are two different things, not merely two 
aspects or two phases of one thing. Neither can be substituted 
for the other. A good citizen without religion cannot claim the 
fulfilment of our Lord’s promises, and a person who practises 
religion and does not try to do his duty in the world is as worth- 
less in God’s sight as he is in men’s. 


Therefore, we must be careful not to be misled by the errors 
which are so common in this matter. There is much that is 
naturally good in the lives of those who are outside the Church. 
They “stand or fall to their own master,” and God will judge 
them according to their deserts: for all the good they do “they 
have their reward.”” We all have the duties of the natural life to 
do, and our eternal future depends in great measure on how we 
do them. But we are not preparing for that future unless we 
are, with whatever imperfection, leading the supernatural life of 
grace, and performing the supernatural duties which God, 
through His Church, has laid upon us for our unspeakable good. 
And just as there is good in all men, so there is truth in all 
religions. But there is only one true religion, and we must never 
forget it; and it is only when we are practising this religion with 
all our hearts that we have any right to look forward to the at- 
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tainment of the holiness which alone can fit us to spend eternity 
with God. 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


“QUO VADIS?” 
BY THE RIGHT REV. MGR. H. T. HENRY, LL.D. 


“IT go to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me: ‘Whither goest 
thou?’ ”—Gospel. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction.—The long discourse at the Last Supper included 
a gentle preparation of the Apostles for the pang of parting with their 
Divine Master. 

I. The triple “Quo Vadis?” We wonder at the dulness of perception 
that rendered necessary so many repetitions of Christ’s purpose, mis- 
sion, sufferings and death. St. Peter first asks the question, and Christ 
partly answers. St. Thomas again asks the question indirectly, and 
Christ adds new details. But now it is necessary to prepare the Twelve 
to understand, not alone the parting hour, but the persecutions and mar- 
tyrdoms that they must endure, and Christ Himself therefore reminds 
them of Heaven by repeating: “Quo vadis’? 

II. A help to us. Like the Apostles, we also are dull to spiritual 
truths. We profess to be journeying towards Heaven, whilst we toil so 
earnestly for earthly things. Again, in times of great sorrow, do we 
seek comfort in the Christian’s hope implied in “Quo vadis?”? 

Conclusion.—St. Bernard’s question and the Quo Vadis? 


Introduction—The Gospel selection for this Sunday gives us 
a brief extract from the long discourse of Our Saviour at the 
Last Supper. He must soon part from the little band of disciples 
who had left all things to follow Him, but who had the immeasur- 
able consolation of the most intimate conversation with Him. 


They had shared with Him the glory of miracles wrought, the 
pain of long journeyings with the accompanying hunger and 
thirst and fatigue. They had heard the parables He spoke to the 
multitudes, and had obtained new light on the meaning of His dis- 
courses by their familiar questioning of Him in private. Such 
a close and continuous companionship amongst men begets na- 
turally a bond of union and sympathy and affection which can 
be broken only with much suffering and desolation of spirit. ‘This 
is true even of the ordinary associations of mankind, where 
human imperfections breed occasional dissension between the 
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chieftain and his followers, the explorer and his companions, the 
adventurer and his comrades. But the patient love of Christ for 
His disciples, His gentleness and meekness, the heavenly mag- 
netism of His personality—all this wondrous combination of 
human and divine perfections which were united in His supreme 
ladership assured a bond between Him and the disciples such 
as earth had never witnessed before. 

This is His last supper with His disciples. The bond of phys- 
ical companionship must very soon be broken, for He must tread 
alone the wine-press of His agony and crucifixion. With undy- 
ing love, He prepares them for the coming sorrow of parting. 
How shall this be done with all possible gentleness? 

I. The Triple “Quo Vadis?”—In reading the narrative of the 
long discourse at the Last Supper, we are tempted to wonder at 
the dulness of comprehension on the part of the disciples, at 
their lack of spiritual perception. How, indeed, should it come 
to pass that they, who had lived so intimately with Him, had 
heard His public preaching and His private explanations, had wit- 
nessed His miracles and had again and again been instructed as 
to the purpose of His Divine Mission and the method by which 
that Mission was to be accomplished, namely by His own death— 
how indeed should it come to pass that, even when the moment ar- 
rived for the last words of their Divine Master to them, every- 
thing appeared so obscure and incomprehensible to them? 

But let us spare our wonderment, brethren, and rather be hum- 
bled at our own frequent lack of spiritual perception. The pages 
of history have given us the completed drama of the Redemption 
of the world, and have exhibited for us, in the Catholic Church, 
the wonderful result of the Redemption. We see things clearly, 
for the drama is completed and its results are apparent. And 
yet, despite all this, how poorly do our lives correspond with our 
divine faith! Again, let us spare our wonderment, and rather 
consider the gentleness with which Christ prepares His disciples 
for the sorrow of parting. 
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No one can read the narrative without being struck by the 


threefoid repetition of the question: ‘Whither goest thou?” It 
is first uttered by St. Peter when, Our Saviour having given 
Himself in Holy Communion to the Twelve, He declares to 
them: “Little children, yet a little while I am with you. . 
Whither I go you cannot come.” Peter then asks: “Lord, 
whither goest thou?’ Our Lord makes His meaning plainer by 
the answer: “Whither I go, thou canst not follow Me now; 
but thou shalt follow Me afterwards.” There was here a pro- 
phecy of parting, but also the comfort of a promised reunion. 
With His natural impetuosity, Peter will not brook the idea of 
any parting. “Why cannot I follow thee now?” he asks, “I 
will lay down my life for thee.” Peter misunderstood, it is 
true; for Our Saviour spoke of His return to the bosom of the 
Eternal Father. Nevertheless, the fact of parting had been an- 
nounced, and the sorrow had been softened somewhat by the 
promise of reunion. And now to the second utterance of the 
question. It was put in an implied manner by St. Thomas. 

As the thoughts of the Apostles are still earth-bound, Our 
Saviour directs their minds towards the Heavenly Fatherland: 
“In my Father’s house there are many mansions. .. . I go to 
prepare a place for you. . . . And whither I go you know, and 
the way you know.” And so it becomes clear to the Twelve that 
their Divine Master in speaking of no earthly journey, but a 
heavenly one. Peter’s question is now left behind. It is Thomas 
who now speaks: ‘Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?” In reply, Our Saviour directly 
points out that His journeying is to Heaven, to the bosom of 
His Father. That journey is one designed by God for each one 
of us to make, and the only way thither is through Christ, our 
Lord. The gates of Heaven had been closed by sin. They shall 
be reopened by the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ 
Here, again, there was the sorrow of parting, but the comfort of 
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reunion—a prophecy and a promise. And so we come to the 
third utterance of the question, this time by Our Lord Himself. 
When the Apostles doubtless finally understand that the part- 
ing hour had indeed come, their sorrow became very great. And 
yet it was necessary to add the mention of other griefs that must 
be theirs—the hatred and the persecution they must confront 
thenceforwards, the many sufferings they must endure for the 
Name of Jesus, and the final coming of the hour when whosoever 
killed them would think that he was doing a service to God. 
These terrible things would come to pass, and it was a necessary 
kindness to warn them beforehand. And the greatest pang of 
all to them was doubtless the sudden realization that they are no 
longer to have with them the sustaining presence of their Master. 
By faith must they live thenceforth, and not by sight. The crisis 
in their lives which they now had to confront was as unques- 
tionable as it was terrible, and they were overwhelmed with grief 
and desolation of spirit. With speechless sorrow they gazed on 
their Divine Master. What now shall be His word of comfort 
to their aching hearts? I have said that thenceforth they must 
live by faith. The cross must be borne on earth, if the crown is 
to be worn in heaven. But the clear vision of the crown will 
make them bear willingly the cross. And so, once more does our 
Saviour direct their thoughts to Heaven: ‘Now I go to Him that 
sent Me; and none of you asketh me: Whither goest thou?” 
By this time they knew that He was going to His Father in 
Heaven. But His question interrupted their sorrowful medita- 
tion and once more turned their thoughts to the heavenly paradise. 
II—A Help to Us.—Perhaps, brethren, the thrice-repeated 
question has a good lesson for us. We may have pitied the dulness 
of mind, the dimness of view, of the little Apostolic band. How 
slowly, and also how imperfectly, they understood the answers 
given by Our Saviour to their questioning. He was patient with 
them, as He has been so long-suffering with ourselves. Yes, 
with ourselves. For, even with the greater light which we have, 
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how dull our mind is, and how dim our own vision, when we are 
confronted with spiritual truths. If a discerning non-Christian 
mind, such as that of a Chinese philosopher, were to compare our 
professions of belief with our daily practice, he might well ask 
us: “Whither goest thou?” That is to say, what do we really 
consider to be the meaning of this journey which we call Life, 
what is the road we travel, and what is our idea of its termina- 
tion? Let me illustrate: 

We are pilgrims, having here no lasting city, but looking for 
one which is to come, as St. Paul warns us. That is to say, our 
truest concern must be for the things of heaven rather than for 
those of earth. We declare that our treasure is all in heaven; 
and Our Saviour tells us that where a man’s treasure is, there is 
his heart also. Would the everyday activities of our lives suggest 
such a thought to a candid and impartial observer of our lives? 
Would the Chinese philosopher, observing how much effort we 
put forth to achieve earthly objects, how animated our conversa- 
tion is when we discuss them, how overjoyed we are when we 
achieve them, how forlorn and dejected we are when we fail to 
obtain them—would such an observer conclude that our heart and 
our real treasure were alike in heaven? ‘Whither goest thou?” 
he asks. And we dare to reply that our journeying is toward 
the City of God, toward our everlasting happiness with the 
Eternal Father to whom we daily pray: “Our Father Who art 
in Heaven!” I fear that the observer would say to himself: 
“How dull the mind of this wayfarer, how dim his vision of 
that which he seeks!” 

Again, in the midst of the sorrow of parting with those whom 
we most dearly love, when death summons our dearest ones from 
our firesides, in what do we seek the truest consolation? As we 
gaze on the features we can never forget, and see the shadows of 
death constantly deepening there, do we comfort ourselves with 
the old, old question, “Whither goest thou?” and with the old, 
old answer, “To the Father Who is in Heaven?” Here, under 
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our faithful eyes, is a loved one who has completed the journey 
of life, who shall no more be borne down with its burdens of toil, 
of anxiety, of sickness, of sorrow. We are now, like the Apos- 
tles, weighted down with inexpressible anguish ; and, like them, we 
think only of our present sorrow and our future desolation. 
Where now is our faith, our hope, our divine love? To what 
purpose, in times of happy activity, have we sung with the poet: 
“Earth hath no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal?” Here is 
sorrow face to face with us—and Heaven seems to have receded 
from our thoughts into an immeasurable distance from us. Why 
do we not rather repeat to ourselves the question, “Whither goest 
thou?” The answer ought surely to comfort us—for we, too, are 
journeying to the same City of God, and hope for a happy reunion 
with our dear dead in the bosom of God. Thus it was that Our 
Saviour comforted His Apostles with the assurance that He 
would leave them in order to prepare for them a place in that 
House of Eternity which has so many mansions. 

Conclusion.—It is narrated of St. Bernard that he strove again 
and again, during each day, to realize thoroughly the meaning 
of his life on earth, by asking himself, at the beginning of each 
new task: “Bernard, why camest thou hither?’ Why did he 
come to his monastery? To serve God. Why did he come to 
the place appointed for some special task? Again, to serve God. 
He thus hourly refreshed his mind and his will by a recollection 
of his real and only purpose in life. In much the same way, we 
can recall to mind the purpose of our own lives, by frequently 
asking ourselves: “Whither goest thou?” Whither go we, in- 
deed, but towards the inevitable grave and the judgment that 
must follow it? The purpose we have in setting forth on a 
journey must be our constant guide in pursuing it aright. Fellow- 
Christian, whither goest thou? 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF 
THE YEAR 


BY THE VERY REV. J. R. NEWELL, O.P., LECT. S. TH. AND 
PREACHER-GENERAL 


LOW SUNDAY 
THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH DAY 


“And after light again his disciples were within ... and Jesus cometh 
and stood in the midst, and said: Peace be to you.”—John, xx, 26. 

After His resurrection on Easter Sunday, our Lord appeared 
to His assembled disciples on the successive Sundays during a 
space of forty days; and the earliest Christian records in the 
Scriptures and primitive Tradition of the Church show that the 
Faithful were accustomed to assemble for divine worship on the 
first day of the week—Sunday, which they entitled the “Lord’s 
Day.” This calls our attention to the duty of religiously observ- 
ing the Sabbath, or Sunday. 

We owe to God the homage of our entire being—interior 
faith and love, and external observance and service; for, God is 
the author of our bodies as well of our souls, and it is by external 
acts that the interior sentiments of the mind are expressed and 
fostered. A religion purely interior, or of the mind only, is a vain 
conceit imagined by the pride of those who are unwilling to 
bear the yoke of God’s service. 

The external and public worship of God was the subject of 
the earliest divine legislation. For the Hebrew people God 
prescribed the Seventh day of the week, or Saturday, as the day 
of public worship, to keep them in mind of His work of creation 
and of their deliverance from Egyptian bondage. For, this 
people were prone to idolatry, and hence the Lord based their 
religious worship on the natural religious truth that all nature 
is the work of the one, only, and Eternal Spirit, God, the 
Almighty; and therefore He thundered to them from Sinai: 
“Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath Day.” For in six days 
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the Lord God made the heavens and the earth, and He rested 
on the seventh day, and commanded it should be a day of rest and 
sanctification unto the Lord. The proximate motive of this leg- 
islation, as far as it determined this particular day of the week, 
was to correct the Hebrew tendency to idolatry and to direct the 
minds of that people to their need of a moral and spiritual liber- 
ator—a Redeemer who was to free them from sin. Hence their 
Sabbath was of the natural and temporary order, and was figur- 
ative and promissory of the spiritual and supernatural realities 
to come in the Person and institutions of the Messias. 

Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God, fulfilled and abolished all 
Judaic religious forms and days of worship by His atonement 
on the Cross, and His resurrection, on the first day of the week, 
from the dead. The law of public worship, therefore, is ade- 
quately and sublimely fulfilled in the Church of Christ by devout 
attendance at the adorable Sacrifice which our Lord instituted as 
the perpetual memorial of His sacrifice on the Cross—the Holy 
Mass. There the all-holy victim—Jesus Himself—is offered 
up by the hands of His priesthood, to the infinite honor of the 
Blessed Trinity and the spiritual benefit of the attending Faith- 
ful. It was this sublime worship which the last of the Hebrew 
prophets, Malachy, beheld when he announced to his astonished 
nation the approaching end of their covenant with its figurative 
form of worship, and said: ‘“Thus saith the Lord; let your vic- 
tims cease. I have no longer any pleasure in the gifts of your 
hands. For my name is great among the Gentiles, and from the 
rising of the sun till the going down there is offered up in my 
name a clean oblation, and my name is great among the Gentiles 
saith the Lord God of hosts” (Mal. I. 10-11). In this prophetic 
vision Malachy followed the track of the sun in its course from 
the orient to its sinking in the far western wave, and beheld it 
shining down successively upon the lighted altars of the assem- 
bled nations of the Christian world at Holy Mass on Sunday. 
An essential part of the law of public worship is the duty of 
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resting from servile work, that is, from all bodily labor not of 
a pressing necessity nor required by the higher law of charity— 
from all work which, by its nature or duration, is calculated to 
fatigue the body and thereby incapacitate the mind for the spir- 
itual activities of the Sacred Day. 

Besides the right of God to our devout attendance on His 
service, the personal and social benefits of the law of the weekly 
day of rest are of incalculable value to us. By this law we 
command the necessary leisure and forces for our religious ac- 
tivity ; we have the opportunity to lift our care-worn souls above 
worldly pursuits and to assert our higher needs and destiny; we 
obtain, through associated prayer and canticle, the moral strength 
and religious consolation our souls require; we secure among us 
the preservation of God’s revealed truth; our faith is enlightened — 
and deepened by conference and instruction; while our Christian 
liberty is maintained against the industrial slavery that menaces 
us from the greedy commercialism that knows no rest, and that 
takes no thought of the claims of God or the spiritual needs and 
rights of man. 

Our being, our faculties, our means, our health and our time 
are the gifts of our Creator; and therefore, gratitude, at least, 
demands of us the open and public manifestation, in aggregate 
meeting, of our sense.of indebtedness to God and of our depend- 
ence upon HIM. Out of the seven days of the week He has 
appointed us six days in which to pursue our temporal affairs, 
and He demands only one day of public recognition and homage 
—not that He needs us, but we, indeed, need Him—and that 
one day, the immortal first day of the week on which our Saviour 
achieved the crowning glory of our redemption bd His triumphant 
resurrection from the dead. 

The infinite Majesty and goodness of Our God; the sacred 
grandeur of the Mass, and the dignity investing us from the 
possession of so divine a worship should win from us a prompt 
and cheerful observance of Sunday; and should associate us 
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around the altar of God-in emulation of the happy spirits of 

light and love who gaze in adoring rapture on the inveiled face a 
of the Divine Christ whom we offer up there, and who fly to do fe 
His bidding with the swiftness and ardor of flames of fire. And "4 


if the hope of reward attracts us, let us remember that we are 
called to serve an infinitely rich and generous God, who has my 
pledged His word to minister in Heaven to the eternal happiness “ 
of all who will love and serve Him. Ke 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


“I am the Good Shepherd. The good shepherd giveth his life for his 
sheep. But the hireling whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming 
and flieth.”—John, x, 11. 


























The title of universal shepherd, expressive of His most amiable ma 
relation to men, was given to the promised Messias by the in- 
spired prophets; and Jesus applies this prophetic title to Himseli 
in declaring His relation to the Church, and, through her, to fl 
every soul that will follow and obey Him. He cited the Pro- it 
phet Ezechiel (xxx, I1) in testimony of His Messiahship and 
His office—“Thus saith the Lord, Behold I myself will seek ta 
my sheep and I will visit them. As the shepherd visiteth his 
flock in the day when He shall be in the midst of his sheep that 
were scattered, so will I visit my sheep; and I will set up one i 
shepherd over them, and He shall feed them, and shall be their iN} 
shepherd, and I, the Lord will be their God.” In harmony with 
this prediction Christ declared His office of Supreme Shepherd i 
of both the Chosen People and the Gentile world and He said: 
“I am come to seek the lost sheep of the house of Israel. .. . i 
And other sheep I have that are not of this fold—them also 
must I bring in and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be 


The full and peaceful exercise of His office as the shepherd 
of souls is verified in the Church, which is the visible and per- 





one fold and one shepherd.” | 
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petual fold of His divine truth and grace, and is guided by Him 
through His appointed witnesses and representatives as originally 
instituted by Him; and over which He constituted Peter as His 
Chief Vicar, commanding him thrice to rule His fold, saying: 
“Feed my lambs and my sheep.” This supreme Vicariate Peter 
exercised in the infant Church, charging bishops to “feed the 
flock of God which is among you, and when the Prince of pas- 
tors shall appear you shall receive a never-failing crown of glory”; 
and the successors of St. Peter in his Episcopate have ever ex- 
ercised this office. 

Thus constituted by Christ, the true fold is maintained in unity. 
Every member is in constant and active communication with 
Christ, through a divinely-organized subordination; the Faith- 
ful in submission to the Clergy; the Clergy in submission to the 
Episcopate, and the Episcopate in submission to the Papacy; and 
thus the prediction of the prophets and the words of Christ are 
verified: “One fold and one Shepherd,” one faith, one law, one 
worship and one government in which the enlightened and obedi- 
ent flock of Christ is led by the true Shepherd to the whole- 
some pastures of divine truth and grace. This is the description 
and true condition of the Catholic Church throughout all nations 
and in all ages—the indestructible fold of Christ. 

But, as Jesus warned us, there are false shepherds—the hire- 
lings, who usurp the name and functions of the Shepherd, and 
who are neither of the fold of Christ nor have received any 
mission from Him through His Church; but who, despising 
obedience and discipline, come to scatter and destroy the flock 
by undermining the faith and betraying souls to the wolves of 
unbelief. These lead their deluded followers into the barren 
desert of religious error and spiritual destitution. It is the his- 
tory of Protestantism, from whose heresies the good Shepherd 
has signally protected His Church during the past three centuries. 
Jesus is, indeed, the good Shepherd of our souls. He came from 
the height of Heaven to seek us. He clothed Himself with our 
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nature to win our confidence and love, and He died that we 
might live. He has brought us into His fold and nourished us 
with His infallible word of truth and His Sacramental Grace. 
He has followed us in mercy on all the tortuous and thorny paths 
of our sinful wanderings, and brought us back pardoned and 
saved from perishing eternally. 

Goodness and Mercy are His attributes; and these He joyfully 
exerted to rid men from the one terrible evil that afflicts mankind, 
that is sin. Esteeming us all as His brethren and the adopted 
children of His Father, His heart was full of pity and sympathy 
for sinners; and to win them to repentance He walked among 
them; preached forgiveness to them; healed them; ate with them, 
and defended them against the Pharisees. To these latter he said: 
“Understand this, that I will have mercy rather than worship” 
... And, “There is more joy in Heaven over one sinner doing 
penance than over ninety-nine Just who need not penance.”’ He 
delivered the touching parables of the Lost Sheep and of the 
Prodigal Son, and He protected and pardoned the adulterous wo- 
man against her accusers and the penalties of the Mosaic law. 

On His last approach to Jerusalem, where His enemies had 
determined on His death, Jesus, foreseeing the fate that was to 
light upon the apostate city, wept over it, and, with divine tender- 
ness, He said: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children, as a hen gathered her chickens under her 
wing, but thou wouldst not.”” And, after His resurrection, His 
first act on appearing to His Apostles was to confer on them 
His own Almighty power to remit sins; and He said to them, 
“Peace be to you; receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you 
shall forgive, they are forgiven them.” 

Our plain duty, therefore, is, to revere and adore our Divine 
Shepherd ; to leave sin, and confide in His goodness and mercy; 
to be grateful to Him for all His care of us; to love Him for 
His infinite love; to follow the inspiration of His Spirit and to 
abide in His fold by obedience to His accredited witness and 
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guide, the Church. Doing this we shall stray no more; and the 
good work which Jesus has begun in us will be perfected, and 
we shall be securely led by Him through all the dangers and 
trials of this life into the eternal fold among the blessed of 
His Father. 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
HEAVEN 


“T shall see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
shall take from you.”—John, xvi, 22. 


In His last discourse, on the eve of His Passion, Jesus comforts 
His Apostles for His approaching departure from this mortal life 
and for the trials and persecution they must meet with in their 
divine mission to the world. The joy He promised them was, 
in great part, soon fulfilled by His apparitions to them after His 


resurrection and by the glorious sight of His ascension to 
Heaven; and their joy carried them victoriously through all the 
opposition of the world. 

For us, also, Jesus is the source of true and adequate joy—He 
is the way to present blessedness and to eternal happiness. With- 
out Him we should never know nor attain to the purpose of our 
existence, but must ever be a puzzle to ourselves and a failure. 

We are impelled by the desire of a perfect happiness; a spir- 
itual and everlasting joy; yet not all that our earthly life affords 
can give us this happiness; for the principles of the happiness 
that is to satisfy the spiritual and immortal soul made to the image 
and likeness of God cannot be material nor human, but must 
be divine. 

Much depends on our certainty as to the character of our final 
destiny. The future happiness popularly conceived by the non- 
Catholic mind—a corruption of the Christian heaven—fails to 
attract the human heart, because it is devoid of the divine ele- 
ment; and where it has not done immense positive harm to souls 
by lowering the Christian ideal, it has been hardly of any greater 
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moral worth than the “Elysium” of the pagans or the “Happy 
Hunting Ground” of the Indian. Unspiritual and un-Christian 
in its concept, it is, at best, a mere state of repose from present 
labors or of freedom from present ills, with some social com- 
forts transferred from earthly conditions ; but involving no moral 
aptitude of the soul for union with God, and no objective presence 
of Deity to call forth the spiritual activities of the soul. Such 
a heaven cannot answer the Divine purpose of the Christian Re- 
ligion, nor hold the will of fallen man to moral duty, to spiritual 
endeavor, or to patient endurance amid the evil seductions, the 
formidable obstacles and the overwhelming trials of our earthly 
life. 

The truth is, that, by a supernatural elevation of our being 
and by a divine vocation we are inspired and instructed to seek, 
not a man-made heaven, but, above and beyond all created beati- 
tude, God Himself, and God alone—a beatitude which corre- 
sponds to the beatitude of Christ—the model and author of our 
salvation. Heaven, as God designs it for us, is constituted by 
the very being of the Incarnate Son of God. It is the immediate 
union of our humanity, in Christ, with the Eternal God and the 
vision of God’s face and His full possession. The divine beati- 
tude the Humanity of Christ possessed from the first instant of 
His conception—in Him was Heaven. 

Among the first words which Jesus uttered to the world the 
true character of future happiness was revealed when He said: 
“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God... . 
They shall be as the Angels who see the face of God in Heaven.” 
Jesus commissioned His apostles to bear this message to man- 
kind; and thus they taught: “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive what joy 
God hath reserved for those that love Him. .. . Now we see 
only in part and darkly, but then we shall see Him face to 
face... . And when He shall appear we shall be like to Him, 
because we shall see Him as He is. . . . And we beholding the 
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glory of God with unveiled face, shall be transformed into the 
same image. ... And for this end God, who commanded the 
light to shine upon the world, hath shined in our hearts by the 
faith revealed to us in Christ Jesus. .. . Every one, therefore, 
that hath this hope in him sanctifieth himself even as He is holy.” 


This divine destiny is seen in the fundamental gifts of the 
Christian life—divine faith and grace. St. Peter teaches us that 
these most precious gifts make us, here, partakers of the Divine 
Nature and enable us to walk in love “till the day shall dawn, 
and all shadows pass away,” and the light of God’s face shall 
illumine and gladden our hearts. Divine faith and sanctifying 
grace have God for their immediate object and their ultimate 
end. Faith is essentially intuitive, and must be consummated in 
vision. Grace is essentially unitive, and must be consummated in 
union and possession—the vision of God and the possession of 
God—this is the Christian heaven. 

Having passed through this life of probation and departed in 
the faith and grace of Christ, the faithful soul, made perfect in 
love, is at last called by its loving Creator to the eternal nuptials, 
and is conducted by His angels to the realms of eternal life. 
There the light of divine glory floods the soul, elevating and 
defying it, and thus enabling it to look upon God. That look seals 
its divine happiness forever; for it looks upon the Infinite Maj- 
esty, Goodness, Beauty and Love—the Eternal fountain of 
being, life and perfection; and the very Joy of God becomes 
the eternal life of the soul. It is the Beatific Vision, which 
Christ enjoyed and which He pledged to all His faithful fol- 
lowers. 

And as the soul of the faithful Christian thus attains to God, 
the body also shall finally share in its divine joy and glory. 
Jesus said: ‘The day shall come when all that are in the graves 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have done 
good shall come forth unto the resurrection of life eternal.” 
Hence, the body of the faithful one, reunited to the soul, will 
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be endowed with immortal beatitude and splendor like to the 
glory and beauty of the Body of Christ. 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE HOLY GHOST 


“But I tell you the truth: it is expedient for you that I go: for if I go not, 
the Paraclete will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”— 
John, xvi, 7. 


While the Three Divine Persons of the Blessed Trinity act 
together in the external operations of God, yet we rightly at- 
tribute to the Holy Ghost the office of fostering and bringing 
to perfection the works of the Father and the Son; and in this 
the Holy Ghost is specially manifested to the world. It was 
therefore expedient to the Church of Christ represented in His 
Apostles that Jesus, at the close of His mortal life, should with- 
draw His visible presence and leave her under the perfecting care 
of the Holy Ghost, who was to infuse into her a new and perfect 
spiritual life. A great crisis was approaching for those imperfect 
and timid apostles—poor fishermen—who were so dependent on 
the visible presence of the Master. After His ascension to 
Heaven they had to face the Hebrew and Gentile world and 
preach the Gospel of Christ amid universal opposition and to 
seal their teaching with their blood. For this they needed the 
special illumining, strengthening and consoling influence of the 
Divine Spirit of truth and love and His infallible guidance in 
opposing and correcting the errors and vices of the nations. 
The event in the Cenacle on Pentecost day was the fulfilment of 
Christ’s promise to send upon them the Holy Ghost, and from 
thence they went forth with a divine and irresistible moral energy 
and achieved the religious conquest of the world. The Holy 
Ghost, ever since that day, is the author and holder of all power 
in the Church; He is the cause of her unity among all races and 
in all ages and the source of her infallibility and indestructibility. 
It is thus that He cherishes and guides the work of Jesus and 
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bears testimony to His Divinity, as Jesus said: ‘He shall give 
testimony of me.” We say in the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in 
the Holy Ghost,” that is, that He is God and the Third Person 
of the Blessed Trinity. He is the infinite, personified love of the 
Father and the Son, proceeding eternally from them as their 
common spirit in the identity of one and the same Divine Nature. 

The action of the Holy Ghost upon Creation and upon the 
destinies of mankind is recorded in both Testaments of Divine 
Revelation. It was He who brought the earth out of its primi- 
tive chaos into a habitable world of order, beauty and life. He 
breathed the spiritual and immortal soul into the lifeless clay of 
the first man and sanctified our first parents by the gift of divine 
grace. After our fall from original justice He inspired the 
patriarchs and prophets with the message of a promised Re- 
deemer and kept alive through the ages the hope and expectation 
of the Messias. It was the Holy Ghost, who by the fullness of 
grace, prepared the Immaculate Virgin Mary to be the worthy 
Mother of the Incarnate Son of God and wrought the ineffable 
mystery of the Incarnation in her virginal womb. At the bap- 
tism of Jesus the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove 
resting upon Him and revealing Him as the Messias; and when 
Jesus was transfigured in glory on Mount Thabor the Holy 
Ghost, in the form of a bright cloud, supported Him above the 
earth while the voice of the Father was heard saying: “This is 
my Beloved Son, hear ye Him.” 

The Divine Spirit in taking possession of the Church of 
Christ filled her with His marvellous spiritual gifts; and what 
He did for the Church, as Christ’s accredited witness, He does, 
in proportionate measure, for every member who lives her life 
of divine grace. He adorns the soul with His seven gifts or 
supernatural powers of divine life as so many titles to eternal 
happiness. The gift of Wisdom, by which He enables us to 
judge correctly, as God judges, between temporal and eternal 
things, and, with a relish for things divine and a corresponding 
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contempt for the earthly and perishable, to make the wise choice 
that will secure our eternal salvation. The gift of Under- 
standing, by which He enables us to distinguish truth from 
error and to cling to the Faith—to know God in His sublime 
perfections and His adorable mysteries, and to recognize His 
Providence in all the events of life. The gift of Counsel, by 
which He enables us prudently to consult the divine law in 
all our undertakings and to act with the cautious view of God’s 
will and our own eternal interests. The gift of Fortitude, 
by which He enables us to go forward bravely, to resist our 
enemies strongly and to bear all ills patiently, having our eyes 
fixed on the high and eternal reward of victory. The gift of 
Knowledge, by which He enables us to see beneath the outward 
deceptive show of creatures and to read their true nature as 
vain and fragile—ineapable of making us happy, and dangerous 
to our salvation. The gift of Piety, by which He enables us to 
venerate the divine law and to love justice and duty; to love 
and honor God as our Father and to place all our happiness in 
pleasing and serving Him. The gift of the Fear of the Lord, by 
which He enables us to maintain our souls in a holy and filial 
dread of offending the Infinite Goodness—the fear—born of 
love—of an affectionate child toward the Best and Dearest of 
Fathers,—the fear which creates in us a horror of sin and in- 
spires us to have instant and confident recourse to God in all 
our temptations. The Holy Ghost infuses these glorious spiritual 
habits into the soul in Baptism; perfects them in Confirmation 
and Holy Orders, and, when lost by sin, restores them to us in 
the Sacrament of Penance. Thus it is that the Holy Ghost makes 
us indeed the sons of God, possessing the spirit of Jesus,—made 
like unto Him as His brethren and having the God-given right 
to call the Almighty our Father. “For they who are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. ... And because 
you are sons, God hath sent the spirit of His Son into our 
hearts whereby we cry: “Abba—Father” (Rom. viii, 15). 





A COURSE OF SKETCHES FOR SERMONS 


THE CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 
BY THE REV. NEWTON THOMPSON, D.D. 


XLIII. Deatu 


1.—The death of an infidel. 
A.—Imagine the scene: no crucifix, no blessed candle, no 
prayers, no sacraments. 
B.—No hope of glorious resurrection, of eternal reunion 
in heaven; the grief of survivors is without com- 
fort. 


2.—The death of an unrepenting sinner. 


A.—Imagine the scene: crucifix, blessed candle, prayers 
for the dying, weeping family, exhortation of the 
priest; all without avail. He dies at enmity with 


God. 
B.—His body. 
1.—During life it was pampered, indulged at the 
soul’s expense, was an instrument of sin, an 
agent of Satan. 
2.—In death its putrefaction symbolizes the cor- 
ruption of the soul that dwelt in it. 
3.—In eternity it will share the ignominy and suf- 
fering of its reprobate soul in the company 
of devils. 
C.—His soul. 
1.—During life its rejection of the grace of repent- 
ance made it an easy victim of temptation, 
heaped up a terrible retribution, and led to 
final impenitence. 
2.—In death it received the merited condemnation: 
“Depart from me.” 
534 
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3.—In eternity it is an outcast, forever doomed to 
the suffering ranks of God’s enemies. It is 
freely, willingly beyond the help of those 
prayers being offered for it on earth. 
3,—The death of the just. 
A.—Imagine the scene: the last words a prayer, the last 
look at the crucifix, the sacraments, the confidence 
in God’s mercy, the trustful prayers of the family. 
B.—His body. 
1.—During life it was kept in subjection to the will, 
made to be an agent of good deeds. 

2.—In death is honored as once the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. 

3.—In eternity will be glorified and will enjoy the 
blessedness of heaven. 

C.—His soul. 
1.—In life enjoyed God’s friendship. 
2.—In death was welcomed by God. 
3.—In eternity receives the recompense of fidelity. 


‘ 


XLIV. PENANCE 


1—John the Baptist 
A.—Prepares for his mission by the practice of penance: 
food, clothing, austerities of the wilderness. 
1.—It was severe. 
2.—It was long: his whole life. 
B.—Preaches penance as a preparation for the kingdom 
of God. The scene at the Jordan. 
2,—During Lent the Church repeats his message. 
A.—The kingdom of God is at hand. Death may overtake 
us at any moment. 
B.—Do penance. There is no other way for us to enter 
the kingdom. 
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3.—The need of penance. 
A.—The Sacrament of Penance removes the guilt of sin 
and its eternal punishment. 
B.—But temporal satisfaction must be made here or in 
purgatory. — 
C.—Our soul must be completely purified before being ad- 
mitted to God’s presence. 
4.—The advantages of penance. 
A.—Natural motives. 
1.—To assert and establish our mastery over the 
body. 
2.—By repeated small victories of our will, to pre- 
pare for bigger conflicts with our lower 
selves. 
B.—Supernatural motives. 
1.—To offer an acceptable sacrifice to God. 
2.—To subdue our fleshly passions; v. g. gluttony, 
lust, sloth. 
3.—To spiritualize our lives. 
4.—To cultivate a horror for sin by punishing our- 
selves for sins committed. 
5.—To prepare for heaven by offering this expia- 
tion for sin. 


XLV. Mortar SIN 


1.—Its gravity may be judged from its consequences. 
A.—It deprived even angels of eternal happiness. 
B.—By it our first parents forfeited untold blessings for 
themselves and for all mankind. 
C.—It caused our Lord’s suffering and crucifixion. 
2.—What it does to us. 
A.—The soul in the state of grace. 
1.—God dwells therein as Master. 
2.—-Our soul is enlightened by His grace. 
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3.—We are strong against temptation. 
4.—We enjoy the consolation of His friendship. 
5.—We can accumulate eternal merits by sanctify- 
ing even ordinary acts. 
6.—We are entitled to the supreme reward of 
heaven’s eternal happiness. 
B.—In mortal sin. 
1.—God has been driven out of the soul, which 
serves Him no longer. 
2.—Spiritual sight becomes dimmed. 
3.—We easily yield to new temptations. 
4.—We have sacrificed God’s friendship, and be- 
come His enemy. 
5.—No merit attaches to any of our acts. 
6.—Heaven is closed against us and Hell is wait- 
ing to receive us. 
3.—Our attitude to mortal sin. 
A.—Uncompromising opposition. 
B.—Willingness to suffer anything rather than commit 
one mortal sin. 
C.—To take warning at the approach of dangerous temp- 
tations. 
D.—To pray earnestly that we be preserved from the taint. 


XLVI. Sin 


1—Turning from God. 
A.—By forsaking the purpose for which we were put into 
the world. Like a traveller who turns aside. 
B.—By refusing obedience to His laws. Like a criminal. 
who violates his country’s laws. 
C.—By misusing God’s gifts. Like a bank that squanders 
the funds of its depositors. 


2,—Serving ourselves instead of God. 
A.—By omitting our religious duties to indulge our sloth. 
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B.—By gratifying our illicit desires, v. g. 

1.—Anger is yielding to unlawful desire of retalia- 
tion. 

2.—Lying seeks some advantage at the expense of 
truth. 

3.—Intoxication is a beastly self-indulgence. 

4.—Slander, for selfish ends, willingly sacrifices an- 
other’s good name. 

5.—Lust abandons the restraints of God’s law to 
gratify a low bodily appetite. 

C.—By bartering our soul for worldly gain, v. g. 
1.—Placing business advantage above honesty. 
2.—Allowing greed to crush charity. 
3.—Endangering our children’s faith by non-Cath- 

olic education. 
3.—Debasing our true dignity. 

A.—Sins of thought. Our mind is capable of sublime di- 
vine contemplation and our will can ennoble the 
most commonplace life. Sins of thought bind our 
mind and will to sordid considerations. Like an 
eagle whose wings are clipped. 

B.—Sins of the tongue. The power of speech, so capable 
of comforting others, of imparting knowledge, of 
honoring God, is used to embitter our neighbor, to 
deceive, and to blaspheme God. Like a song-bird 
whose melody has become a hoarse croak. 


C.—Sins of the body. Our body may become the temple 
of the Holy Ghost, its actions may be ennobled by 
enlisting them in God’s service. But we allow Satan 
to dispossess the Holy Ghost. Like a living body 
that becomes a corpse, the dwelling of worms. 
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XLVII. Srinrut Occasions 


1.—To save the life of the body it is often necessary to resort to 
radical measures. 


A.—Change of air permanently or for a time; v. g. in case 
of tuberculosis. 

B.—Change of diet; v. g. in case of diabetes. 

C.—Enforced quiet; v. g. for heart disease. 

D.—Isolation, in case of contagious disease. 

E.—Surgical operations; v. g. for appendicitis, cancer, 
malignant blood poisoning. 

2,—Radical measures may also be necessary to preserve the life 
of the soul. Generally we can break from habitual sins 
only by removing the occasion. 


A.—Occasions of sin may be 
1.—Companions. If they frequently lead us into 


sin, we must abandon the atmosphere of 
their society. 
2,—Conversation and reading. We may need more 
wholesome food for our minds. 
3.—Certain amusements may prove harmful. If 
so, we must keep away from them. 
4.—Even our daily occupation, because of place, 
persons, etc., may be an obstacle to our sal- 
vation. We must find a new one. 
B.—If the occasion is remote, we should adopt practical 
measures to counteract its influence. 
C.—If it is proximate but unavoidable, we must pray for 
grace and exercise great vigilance. 
D.—If proximate and avoidable, we are bound to flee 
from it. 
3.—We may be so attached to a sinful occasion that its removal 
may be painful, a drastic remedy. But our immortal soul 
is at stake. 
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XLVIII. Sins of THE TONGUE 


1.—Christ restores speech to a dumb man. 
A.—Consider the sad consequences that had followed on 
his loss of speech. 
B.—Joy upon its sudden recovery. 
C.—What ingratitude if he had then begun to use his re- 
stored speech to displease, defame, and abuse his 
divine Benefactor! 


2.—But this is what we do by sins of the tongue. 
A.—The gift of speech. 

1.—A prerogative of man’s dignity. 

2.—Promotes social intercourse. 

3.—A means of mutual instruction in truth and 
knowledge. 

4.—The most common instrument of charity (love, 
encouragement, consolation, friendship). 

5.—A way of serving God by prayer and obedi- 
ence, by defending His interests, by honor- 
ing His holy name, by helping to save the 
souls of others. 


B.—The abuse of this gift. 

1.—Degrades our dignity by employing this pre- 
rogative for low purposes. 

2.—Embitters the sweetness of social intercourse. 

3.—Propagates falsehood instead of truth. 

4.—Serves the cause of envy, hatred, injustice. 

5.—Thwarts the purposes of God by dishonoring 
Him, by profaning His holy name, by lead- 


ing others into sin. 


C.—The frequency of this kind of sin. In some form or 

other, it quickly becomes a habit. 
A.—If we had to write down every sinful word we 
uttered—by way of anger, calumny, lying, 





A COURSE OF SKETCHES FOR SERMONS 541 


etc.—how soon the record would become a 
volume! 
3.—Let us resolve to use this noble gift so as not to offend the 
divine Benefactor who bestows it upon us. 
... XLIX. PENITENTIAL PRACTICES 
1.—Qualities. 
A.—Prompted by supernatural motives; spirit of prayer, 
expiation for sin, fortifying the soul against temp- 
tation. 
B.—Habitual, not sporadic. 
C.—Directed against our predominant and most frequent 
failing. 
1.—Periods of silence to cure sins of the tongue. 
2.—Fasting as an antidote for gluttony and sen- 
suality. 

3.—Stations of the Cross as a remedy for impeni- 
tence. 

4.—Almsgiving to free us from avarice. 

D.—Hidden. They should be free from ostentation. 

2.—Kinds. 

A.—Fasting. Most of us can eat less without injury to 
our health. 

B.—Abstinence. 
1.—By denying ourselves certain dishes, especially 

a favorite delicacy not important for our 
health. 
2.—By taking a lesser quantity of such dishes. 

C.—A partial giving up of some superfluous recreation: 
theatre-going, smoking, etc. 

D.—Perfection of ordinary acts in the spirit of penance; 
v. g. the more exact performance of our work, 
punctuality and attention at Mass, humble obedi- 
ence, a gentle answer when provoked to anger. 

E.—Joyful acceptance of humiliations. 
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3.—Application of the merits of self-denial. 
A.—For ourselves, to satisfy God’s justice. 
B.—For the conversion of others. 
C.—To fortify any of our petitions to God. 
D.—For the souls in purgatory. 


L. AMUSEMENTS 


1.—The use of legitimate recreation is in accordance with God’s 
will, for the needful relaxation of mind and body. 

2.—But our pleasure-seeking appetite has surpassed reasonable 
bounds. 

A.—Consider the amount of talent devoted to devise new 
amusements, the army of public entertainers, the 
array of frivolous novels. 

B.—The vast wealth invested in theatres, amusement 
parks, etc. 

C.—The undue prominence of pleasure-seeking in the lives 
of many of us. 

3.—The quality of our recreations is unhealthy, degenerate. They 
are not a relaxation. 

A.—The indecency of the stage has become flagrant. 

B.—The common theme of modern fiction is impurity. 

C.—Public dancing is more immodest. 

D.—The extravagance of gambling entails suffering and 
hardships. 

4.—The remedy. 

A.—A deep and practical realization that recreation is in- 
tended by God to facilitate our salvation, not to 
hinder it. 

B.—A vigorous, outspoken, effective Christian protest 
against the excesses and degeneracy of public 
amusements. 

C.—The restoration of home entertaining as a normal and 

wholesome form of recreation. 














DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


ORIGIN OF THE DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART 


In the book of the prophet Jeremias (xxxi, 22) we read: “The 
Lord hath created a new thing upon the earth,” and this “new 
thing” was the incarnation of the most holy Son of God in the 
pure womb of the blessed Virgin Mary. The veneration of the 
Sacred Heart dates from the time when this “new thing” was 
created. From the moment when the Word was made Flesh in 
the womb of Mary, thousands of angels hovered around that 
throne of divine love, and her gentle heart glowed as the first 
sacrifice offered before it, since she was the first to receive its 
treasures in their fullest abundance. 

We read in the biography of Origen’s father, that in the quiet 
of night he often bent over his sleeping child and kissed its heart, 
saying with holy faith: ‘“O thou pure temple of God!” But our 
Lady must have felt much more sacred love for, and much deeper 
faith in the heart of her Divine Child. Therefore, if you are in- 
clined to assert devotion to the Sacred Heart to be something new 
in the Church, I refer you to the Mother of God. 

There is nothing essentially new in devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, for our Lord’s most sacred Heart is part of His adorable 
Person, and, therefore, has always been the object of veneration, 
although during the last two or three centuries it has become such 
in a special manner, and devotion to it is now widespread in the 
Catholic church. There is no more reason for describing it as 
something new, than there is for regarding the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception as new; this doctrine has always been ac- 
cepted by the Church, although it was not defined as a dogma of 
faith until the time of Pius IX. 

There is nothing essentially new in devotion to the Sacred 
Heart; it dates from our lady and St. John, the beloved disciple, 
who leaned on our Lord’s Heart at the Last Supper; and all the 
saints have dedicated their hearts to that of Jesus Christ. St. 
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Augustine may be mentioned as having had a devotion to the 
Sacred Heart ; he compares the wound in our Lord’s side with the 
door of the ark, and says: “The animals were to enter by this 
door, if they were not to perish in the deluge, and these were a 
type of the Church.” (Tract. 120 n. in Joan.) St. Augustine is 
remarkable for his intense love of God, and by the last words he 
means that the Church, the company of the redeemed, finds in our 
Lord’s pierced Side and Sacred Heart salvation from the deluge 
of sin. 

There are similar passages in the writings of St. Bernard, St. 
Teresa, St. Gertrude, St. Mechtild, St. Francis of Assisi, St. 
Ignatius Loyola, St. Rose of Lima, St. Philip Neri and others; 
all these saints were filled with ardent love and veneration for our 
Saviour’s most Sacred Heart, and they all collectively bear wit- 
ness to what the Church understands by St. Cyprian’s words: 
“From the Heart of Christ issues the fountain which flows on to 
eternal life.” 

It was not, however, until the 17th century that devotion to the 
Sacred Heart became common, through the instrumentality of B. 
Margaret Mary Alacocque, whom God chose to accomplish this 
work. It would be a mistake to assume that the private revela- 
tions and visions, with which our Lord favored her, were the 
foundations of our present devotion to the Sacred Heart. They 
- did indeed give impetus to its growth and diffusion, but the 
Church, when recommending and encouraging this devotion, has 
always based it upon grounds of faith; she never issues orders 
solely on account of private revelations, as these are liable td 
error. | 
The dogmatic justification of devotion to the Sacred Heart 
may be stated as follows: The chief object of this devotion is the 
actual Heart of God made Man. As Christ’s Godhead is insepa- 
rably united with every part of His human Body, it is right and 
pleasing to God that we should honor and worship the Heart of 
Christ, because it is the Heart of the Son of God. But this Heart 
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is, moreover, the seat and symbol of the love which caused Him 
to shed His precious Blood for us, and to bestow upon us all the 
treasures of His grace. It is the Heart which was overwhelmed 
with shame and insults through our sins. It is the Heart which 
is the storehouse of all divine virtues and perfections ; and, finally, 
it is the Heart that is the focus of all the gratitude and love 
offered to Christ in heaven and on earth. 

For all these reasons the Church recommends devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, and does her utmost to promote it. She aims at 
inflaming the hearts of men with love of God, at stimulating them 
to beg for mercy from the Sacred Heart, to make atonement to 
It for their sins, and to thank It for all the favors that they have 
received. 

The promises made by our Lord to Blessed Margaret Mary en- 
couraged all men of good will to have recourse to His adorable 
Heart. Devotion to the Sacred Heart developed rapidly just at a 


time when Jansenism was devastating the Church, misinterpret- 
ing St. Augustine’s teaching on the subject of grace, and under a 
cloak of false piety was robbing men of all consolation and reli- 


ance upon God’s mercy and goodness. As time went on, Galli- 
canism, another movement hostile to the Church, strove to make 
her subordinate to the state; and, not long after, a wave of un- 
belief, originating in France, arose, and secret societies and the 
followers of men like Diderot and Voltaire, who put their learn- 
ing to truly diabolical uses, turned the whole fury of vice, im- 
morality and bloodshed against the Church, in order to destroy 
her. But whilst in Paris Voltaire was exclaiming: ‘“Ecrasez 
l’infame—Crush the infamous Church,” and Diderot was declar- 
ing that the world would know no peace until the last king had 
been hanged by a rope made of the entrails of the last priest— 
whilst at the time of the French Revolution the heads of kings, 
princes, priests and loyal God-fearing men and women were fall- 
ing under the guillotine, and God had been dethroned and the 
Goddess of Reason was held in honor—just at this time devotion 
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to the Sacred Heart spread with irresistible force, because men 
desired to make reparation for these fearful crimes, and to im- 
plore God to put an end to this terrible period. 


It was owing to devotion to the Sacred Heart that France did 
not then perish in unbelief, that the enemies of the Church were 
overthrown and died away, and that the Church triumphed glori- 
ously. There were, of course, other reasons for the revival of 
religion, but it is impossible not to ascribe great importance to the 
growth of this devotion, and the Popes were not slow to appre- 
ciate its value. As early as the year 1765, Clement XIII. allowed 
the feast of the Sacred Heart to be observed in certain dioceses, 
and sanctioned the use of a special Mass and Office. The Popes 
who succeeded him confirmed his action and extended the ob- 
servance of the feast, until finally Pius IX appointed the Friday 
after the Octave of Corpus Christi to be observed as the feast of 
the Sacred Heart throughout the whole Church. In 1720 there 
were already over 300 confraternities of the Sacred Heart, but 
now they are innumerable, and many religious congregations are 
named after It. Like the rosary devotion, which also came into 
general use at a time when the Church was suffering persecution, 
devotion to the Sacred Heart is now practised wherever there are 
Catholics, and it would be almost impossible to enumerate the 
churches and chapels erected in Its honor and bearing witness 
to the self-sacrifice, love, confidence and gratitude of Christians. 

Ought not all these facts to be a powerful Sursum corda to us? 
Do they not call upon us to lift up our hearts to the Sacred Heart 
of our Divine Lord? 

The enemies of Holy Church are more numerous than ever at 
the present time; unbelief and heresy, revolutionary doctrines and 
secret societies are waging furious war against her, and the in- 
difference of many Christians forms one of the chief dangers to 
which she is exposed. It becomes more and more difficult to 
secure the Catholic education of our children, and bad books are 
scattered broadcast over the country. Unbridled desire for 
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amusement and the spirit of discontent encounter us on every 
side. It is, indeed, high time for us to turn to the Sacred Heart 
and exclaim with the prophet Jeremias: ‘A high and glorious 
throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctification’ (Jer. 
xvii, 12). If only we know how to honor it, if only we pour 
forth before the throne of the Sacred Heart our prayers and 
earnest supplications for mercy and our tears of repentance 
and gratitude, we shall experience in all its fulness the truth of 
some other words uttered by the same prophet: “You shall pray 
to me, and I will hear you; You shall seek me and shall find me, 
when you shall seek me with all your heart” (Jer. xxix, 12, 13). 
When we seek our Saviour’s Heart with all our hearts, we do not 
merely venerate and adore It, but we learn the lessons that It 
teaches, and put them into practice by showing Christian charity, 
virtue and piety. 
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BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P. 


VI. THe BLASPHEMER 


Dear Brethren:—There is not one of us here today who would 
wish to take it upon himself to stand in the way of the realiza- 
tion of Christ’s designs upon the world, which are nothing else 
than that there be “one shepherd and one sheepfold,” and that 
all men, by coming to a knowledge of God, may thereby save 
their sols. There is not one of us who would think of urging 
the elimination of all priests from the world, thereby denying 
the preaching of the Word of God to men. There is not one of 
us who would have the good Catholic mothers of the world stop 
instructing the little children whom God has sent into their homes 
in spiritual things. There is not one of us who would dream of 
destroying churches, of tearing down crucifixes, of forbidding 
the publication of Catholic literature. There is not one of us 
who would not shudder at the mere thought that it would be pos- 
sible for Americans to stoop so low as to gather together, as the 
Italians did under Garibaldi, all the consecrated Hosts of a 
giveu city, and after moulding them into a cake, shoot it from 
the mouth of a cannon as a mark of their contempt for it. 
There is not a man among us who does not abhor the conduct of 
those Luciferians who after rifling some church of the Conse- 
crated Species there reserved, carry it to their own temple of the 
Evil One, where in what is called a “Black Mass” they heap 
upon it the most unspeakable outrages. There is not one among 
us, we repeat, whose native nobility of character would not oblige 
him to stand out boldly before the world to express his abhorrence 
of such outrages as these and his implacable hatred, not for. the 
persons but for the conduct of those who thus assail Christ and 
His Church. 

But, my brethren, there is in the world to-day a large army 
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of men who are laboring, perhaps unconsciously, but none the 
less effectively, for the destruction of Christ’s work. Jesus Christ 
came into this world to teach us the things of God, to show us 
the condescensions of the Father’s love, to make possible for us 
the salvation of our own souls, to give us an example which we 
might safely follow, and to open up to the world a spring where 
we can slake our thirst for spiritual things. Jesus Christ came 
into this world to build a house in which we might find shelter ; 
a fort behind which we might protect ourselves against the on- 
slaughts of the devil; a table where we might feed ourselves on 
the supersubstantial food of the soul; a school where we might 
learn the things that really matter, the things that will make us 
happy here and hereafter; a hospital where we might be treated 
for our spiritual sicknesses, and a couch where we might quietly 
lie when the shades of death are closing in around us. The Cath- 
olic Church established by Jesus Christ is all this and more, for 
it is the continuation of Christ’s life, power and influence in the 
world unto the consummation of time. If Christ Himself were 
not in the Church, it long since would have been broken up under 
the impact of persecution from without and within, or else would 
have become stereotyped into a dead formalism which would have 
rendered it incapable of exerting power and influence over the 
hearts of men. But just because it is divine the Church lives 
and operates in the world, producing in our own age, as in every 
other, those heroes of penance, self-repression and purity whom 
she officially calls saints. 

Now, history teaches us that the Master’s prediction that His 
divine work would be persecuted until the end of time has been 
verified. The Church is no safer than the Master, and just as 
the Master was hounded from one city to another during His 
lifetime, so the Church has been persecuted in one age after 
another. In the blood of her martyrs she has grown into a power- 
ful tree whose branches overshadow the entire world, bringing 
shade and solace to men. In our own country, and even in our 
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own times, persecutions have been directed against the Church 
and all that the Church stands for and creates. What the future 
holds in store for her we know not, but of this one thing we may 
feel certain—that the night will come again when the powers of 
evil will be let loose and the agents of the devil will endeavor 
in one way or another to strike a fatal blow at this work of God. 

And even within the Church there are those who, without 
formally rejecting Divine Truth, are trying their best to undo, or ( 
else to limit, her benign influence. I have not now in mind those 
men who forswear their allegiance to Rome, nor do I speak of 
those who by the downright sinfulness of their lives give great 
scandal to the world. I do not refer to those who sow false doc- 
trines, or seek by various means to tear the Catholic heart away 
from the moorings of the Roman rock. I am holding up for 
reprobation those Catholics who whilst they would resent—per- 
a haps even with blows—the charge of disloyalty to the great 
‘ Mother Church, are still so short-sighted as not to see that by 
their profanity and blasphemy they are laboring at the unholy 
task of defeating Christ’s work. For not only did Our Saviour 
bring us the truths of religion, but He brought us also the moral 
law, and amongst the most earnest injunctions of Christ is one 
bidding us hold in deepest reverence the name of God. In the 
inspired writings we see from practically every page that it is 
one of man’s most sacred obligations to hold in veneration that 
name which, first pronounced in Heaven, was imposed upon the 
Redeemer of the human race. 


ains, = fa a& 


Blasphemers may be broadly divided into three classes: First 
of all, we may distinguish the blasphemer by profession. In 
this class, unfortunately, are to be numbered many soldiers who, 
accustomed to the horrors of war and the rough life of the camp, 
seem to think that courage and manliness consist in vomiting 
forth the most vile imprecations against Heaven. With so many 
of our men under arms at the present time we must bring it home 
to ourselves that the true hero is one who does not fail in his 
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respect for the God of battles. From the very beginning of our 
country we find that our really great men have consistently 
opposed profanity as something entirely unworthy a soldier, who 
makes profession of his readiness to die for all that is noble and 
good. George Washington, on learning that profanity was 
spreading among the soldiers of the Continental Army, issued a 
strict order prohibiting it under a severe penalty. During the 
Civil War more than one general openly expressed his belief that 
profanity, far from indicating courage, was a sign of physical 
weakness and cowardice. It is not more than a dozen years back 
that one of our most prominent Americans—a man whose name 
is a synonym for everything that is virile and courageous—de- 
livered from his porch at Oyster Bay an address which to all in- 
tents and purposes was a Holy Name sermon. 

The second class of confirmed blasphemers is recruited from 
the ranks of those violent men who in their outbursts of anger 
can think of nothing better to invoke than the holy name of God. 
It requires little to upset them. Upon the slightest provocation 
they are ready to belch forth oaths and blasphemies which not 
only make those about them shudder with horror but must make 
even the angels in Heaven tremble with fear. They never stop 
to remember that profanity never yet adjusted a difficulty. Of 
all vices it is the most senseless because it is accomplished by no 
gain—not even physical pleasure. 

Among the third class of blasphemers we find those whom mis- 
fortune, sickness or poverty have soured and rendered rebellious 
against Almighty God. They may, perhaps, not take the sacred 
Name upon their lips irreverently, as do the members of the two 
other classes, but they speak in terms of discontent against Al- 
mighty God, they murmur against His Law, distrust His divine 
providence, and grumble against the inequalities that hold them 
down. They are cold-blooded in their rebellion. Their blas- 
phemies proceed from a malicious heart and a mind that has 
been perverted by an inordinate self-love. The harm done by 
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this class of blasphemers can never be measured, for very fe. 
quently they inject this virulent poison into others in the most 
insidious manner. They are not loud-mouthed and obstreperous, 
screeching out oaths like a drunken man, repelling all by their 
downright vulgarity, but they are even more dangerous. They 
strike an attitude of defiance towards Almighty God; they fre- 
quently couch their doubts of Him in guarded language and as- 
sume an air of being martyrs and victims of injustice. They may 
go regularly to Church, and even approach the sacraments ; never- 
theless, by rebelling against the Divine Will and doubting God’s 
goodness to all men they are guilty of the most malevolent kind 
of blasphemy. 


Among these three kinds of blasphemers no Holy Name men 
would wish to be ranked. When we rallied under the standard of 
the divine and adorable Name, we solemnly pledged Christ that 
we would hold that Name in benediction. Seeing in Christ the 
ideal man, we promised that just as He reverenced the name of 


His Father in Heaven, so we, too, would reverence His holy 
name, and never take it upon our lips except in prayer and in 
_ time of temptation. We know that from His day down to our 
own, by virtue of that Name devils have been driven out and the 
most stupendous kind of miracles performed. We know, too, 
that the Apostle bade us do all things in the name of Him in whom 
alone there is salvation. Therefore, we will not, like the blas- 
phemers of the first class, think it manly and virile to abuse this 
Name; we will look with contempt upon those young men who 
from street-corners and saloon-doors try to impress passers-by 
with their manliness by using profane and indecent language— 
young men who are not old enough to earn a decent day’s wages, 
or are incapable of doing so—veritable mollycoddles. It is not 
surprising that this type of youth should simulate manly airs. 
You can teach even a parrot to swear. 

And, unlike the members of the second class, we are going to 
remember that in fits of rage the desecration of the holy Name 
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does nothing for us except to steep our souls in sin and scan- } 
dalize those who may be near us. If we must vent our feelings i 
in some way when things come to such a pass that we can no i 
longer stand them, let us take the much saner course of indulging é 
ina good cigar, or going out for a walk, until our anger dies 
down. This is far and away a more practical course to assume, 
and one that will quench more quickly than blasphemy ever 
could the fires of passion blazing within us. 

And, finally, if misfortune overtakes us, if poverty pinch us, i 
as Holy Name men let us never be found amongst those who see 
in Almighty God a hard taskmaster instead of the Giver of all 
gifts. We know from the inspired page that no bird falls 
from the heavens except with the permission of the Almighty; 
and since in His infinite wisdom He can see a thousand times 
better than we could ever hope to see what will be eventually for 
our soul’s good, we can believe with the surety of faith that He 
will give it to us. We know that His ways are ways of love, and 
that all things conspire for the eternal happiness of those who, 
believing in Divine Providence and venerating the holy Name, 
and kissing the hand of the Almighty even when it strikes us, are 
thus children, loyal and confiding, of the Master. As long as we 
love and venerate God’s name, as long as we confess it by the 
example of our life and by word of mouth, so long may we 
have the consoling assurance that the Master’s promise will 
come true in our regard: “Whoso confesseth My name before 
men, him also will I confess before My Father who is in Heaven.” 

































CONFERENCES FOR YOUNG MEN 
THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 


BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


VI. Tue Fruits of THE Hoty Guost (ConrTINUED) 


In the fourth Conference the Soldier of Jesus Christ studied by 
meditation the three fruits of the Holy Ghost affecting more 
directly his relation to God; namely, Charity, Joy, Peace. In 
the fifth or preceding Conference he reflected prayerfully on the 
six fruits of the Holy Ghost that more directly and especially 
extend his influence over his fellow soldiers and citizens; namely, 
Patience, Benignity, Goodness, Longanimity, Mildness, Faith. 
In the present Conference he will contemplate spiritually the three 
remaining fruits of the Holy Ghost which primarily relate to his 
own person, promoting his personal honor and selfrespect before 
God and man; namely, Modesty, Continency, Chastity. He has 
probably noticed that, while this division of the twelve fruits of 
the Holy Ghost, enumerated by the Holy Ghost Himself through 
the conscious or unconscious secretaryship of St. Paul (Gal. vy, 
22-23), is not a hard and fast one, it is nevertheless not purely 
fanciful or arbitrary on the part of the writer. All these fruits 
are given him to beautify his relations to God, to his neighbor, 
and to himself, and yet each one, considered singly, seems to 
stress one or the other of these relations. Thus Modesty, Con- 
tinency, and Chastity primarily stress or indicate the Christian 
soldier’s attitude towards himself, but, of course, that attitude also 
affects his relations to God and to his fellowmen. 

Modesty. In the popular view and estimation Modesty is 
expected more particularly of the ladies. It is that which prima- 
rily makes women ladies. Without it no woman is worthy of 
being called a lady. A woman who dresses or acts in a manner 
to attract the lust of men rather than the respect and love of 
gentlemen, may be conventionally addressed as “Lady,” but any 
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one who is conscious of the meaning of the word. which he 
uses, feels that he is lying when he so addresses her. The writer 
has observed that the more forceful and dignified public speakers 
now address a mixed audience as “Men and Women,” and not 
as “Ladies and Gentlemen.” They may be trying to break away 
from the old-fashioned forms merely because these forms are 
considered old-fashioned, but truthfulness may also compel them 
to refrain from the use of forms of speech which imply all the 
men present are gentlemen and all the women present ladies. 

To thoughtful and truthful men and women, modesty is no 
less the chief ornament of a gentleman than of a lady. It mani- 
fests itself everywhere by a manly moderation in manner and by 
respectful reserve in reasoned utterance. It avoids dress that is 
conspicuous, words that are boastful and a tone of voice that is 
boisterous. It grows upon a refined consideration for the feel- 
ings of others, and it is rooted in the soil of an unassuming and 
retiring and self-effacing disposition. It is the outer breast-work 
or fortification of Continency and Chastity. The latter are in 
great danger indeed when the forts of modesty have been evacu- 
ated. 

Modesty makes the Soldier of Jesus Christ more a man of ac- 
tion than a man of words. He seeks no commission in the army, 
but the commission seeks him. In time of war, in time of battle 
especially, the modest man of action proves himself, and he even- 
tually advances over the heads of those who seek army honors 
through mere political pull. 

The invisible Commander in Chief of the Christian Army, 
Jesus Christ Himself, was so modest in His wonderful words and 
deeds that the inspired St. Luke writes of Him as follows in the 
Gospel (iv, 22): “And all gave testimony to Him: and they 
wondered at the words of grace that proceeded from his mouth, 
and they said: Is not this the son of Joseph?” Think of it! Jesus 
might have wrought works so stunning as to compel men to ac- 
knowledge His Divinity. He might do so now, but He refrains. 
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He would not stun our intellects into submission and thus deprive 
us of the free will and consequent merit of believing in Him as 
God. Moreover, in order to teach us true modesty, He has it 
recorded of Himself that He was considered to be the carpenter’s 
son. And, yet all the time, He held the whole universe in the 
hollow of His hand. No wonder that His chief visible represen- 
tative on earth, the Pope, should be content to be a prisoner in the 
Vatican and to call himself “the servant of the servants of God.” 
No wonder that his good priests, invested with a power and dig- 
nity greater than that of the President or Kaiser, should allow 
themselves to be “people ridden” in the confessional and in humble 
parish service. No wonder that the inspired Old Testament 
writer, Ecclesiasticus, judges a man by his modesty (xix, 27): 
“The attire of the body, and the laughter of the teeth, and the gait 
of a man, show what he is.” 


Continency. The Soldier of Jesus Christ who habitually exer- 
cises self-control not only against sensuality and sensuousness, but 
also against anger, impatience, and every other passion enjoys 
that hardy fruit of the Holy Ghost called Continency. 


Continency is a virtue most heroic. It has often been said that 
it is more heroic to conquer oneself than to conquer great armies. 
The man who thinks he has it and relies on his own natural will 
power without recourse to prayer, finds only too often that he 
falls most miserably. The inspired writer says, “I have seen the 
cedars of Lebanon fall.” The iron willed Apostle St. Paul prayed 


fervently for Continency. The Book of Wisdom says (viii, 22): 
“I knew that I could not otherwise be continent except God gave 
it. Therefore I besought him with my whole heart.” 


Continency is a militant sort of chastity that becomes more 
sturdy every time the temptation against it is conquered. The 
efficient soldier is not the one who rushes recklessly into battle, 
or who takes unnecessary risks, but the one who fights prudently 
and yet bravely. Similarly, the Christian soldier is not the one 
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who exposes himself needlessly or recklessly to temptation against 
chastity and temperance, but the one who fights sensuality to a 
finish by prayer, self-denial and a determined will that makes use 
of the grace that God so readily gives him. “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.” 

Continency, or militant chastity, is most conspicuous in those 
who, through no fault of their own, are most sorely and fre- 
quently attacked from within and from without by temptations 
against purity. A million temptations a day, not caused by one’s 
own recklessness, far from being sinful, afford the most heroic 
opportunities for the exercise of continency. Continency can best 
be practised by the virile young soldiers of Jesus Christ. It is a 
virtue which the angels cannot practise because they lack tempta- 
tions to overcome. To preserve continency, saints sorely tempted 
have rolled themselves in briars and in the snow and plunged 
themselves into cold ponds of water, etc., so fierce and effective 
was their determination to preserve unviolated the fruit of Con- 
tinency received from the Holy Ghost. 

Chastity. The Holy Bible exclaims, “Oh, how beautiful is the 
chaste generation with glory.” It makes men resemble the very 
angels of heaven. It enables them to understand the things of 
God. Blessed are the pure of heart for they shall see God.” The 
' man who lives a truly chaste life never doubts the teachings of 
holy faith. He sees it all so clearly. His mind and heart are not 
clouded with the mists of sensuousness and the darkness of des- 
pair. After all, the best advice that a priest can give to one who 
is troubled with doubts against faith is to urge him so to live that 
he can consistently wish all the teachings of the Church to be true. 
If he follows this advice he will soon be through with his doubts. 

Every wilful offense against chastity is normally a mortal sin; 
that is to say, it destroys the soul’s supernatural life. Guarding 
one’s chastity is therefore a matter of supernatural self-preser- 
vation. . 

Whether married or single the soldier of Jesus Christ must 
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guard chastity or personal purity by humble prayer and self- 
denial, by fast and abstinence, especially from too much meat and 
alcohol, by avoiding unnecessary occasions of sin, dances, movies, 
vaudeville, shows and theatres, by resisting temptations promptly 
in their very beginnings. 

We have now concluded our meditations upon the gifts and the 
fruits of the Holy Ghost, which, growing upon the supernatural 
soil of sanctifying grace, constitute the splendid equipment of the 
Soldier of Jesus Christ. These fruits must be cultivated so as to 
perpetuate and increase them. Let him remember how our Lord 
condemned the barren fig tree (Luke xiii, 7). He also says 
(Matt. iii, 10): “Every tree that doth not yield good fruit shall 
be cut down.” ‘The sweetness of these fruits promise to reward 
him both here and hereafter according to the measure of his own 
cooperation in cultivating them. If he does not cultivate the gifts 
and fruits of the Holy Ghost, he will be smothered by the weeds 
of the flesh. What these are we shall see in future Conferences. 
There is no neutral ground. Our soldier must cultivate the gar- 
den of supernatural fruits, or the enemy will sow weeds in his 
soul and destroy his “morale.” 





CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXX. VIGILANCE IN MATTERS SPIRITUAL 


Vigilance over the bodily welfare of your children, however im- 
portant it is, is still less essential than the watchfulness of the spir- 
itual order. As the soul is more important than is the body so, too, 
the vigilance over its welfare is fraught with all the greater respon- 
sibility. 

Before discusning this subject it may be well to say a word about 
modern methods. We hear at the present time much about vigilance 
being out of date. Parents are not supposed to shadow their chil- 
dren. Children are not criminals and should not be watched like 
inmates of a prison. For our advanced ideas of education and refine- 
ment there are said to be other, better standards than those that were 
applicable in the long ago. To-day we are told to place children upon 
their “honor” and then they will not do anything wrong. Bless their 
little hearts, what wrong do they do anyway? If they do break a 
window in a vacant house, or tantalize people in a thousand and one 
ways, what harm is there! Must they not have their fun while they 
are young? Yes, we are told, we can place children upon their honor 
and they will conduct themselves far better than if one stands over 
them constantly and with a thousand don’ts. 

This principle involves a question of Faith. What is the motive 
for our actions? Is it honor or is it obedience to the mandates of 
God? If we refrain from stealing, or lying, or murdering, merely 
because it is incompatible with the idea of “honor,” will that bring 
us to heaven? Natural virtues will not take us to heaven. We must 
do the things God commands, not for the sake of earthly honor but 
for the sake of God. Unless our virtues have a supernatural motive, 
that is, unless we do them for the sake of God, they avail us nothing 
in the world to come. Therefore the idea of placing children upon 
their “honor” implies a faulty principle. Again, let me ask you, 
is the principle of honor at all times strong enough to withstand 
temptation? How often do not children fail when placed on nothing 
but honor? We must never forget that human nature is quite human 
at all times. There may of course be, at times, dispositions of very 
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extraordinary make-up, that will be held in check by honor under 
even trying circumstances, but even in such isolated cases we must 
be on our guard lest we mistake selfishness for disinterested conduct, 
There are those who seek admiration, and they will leave nothing 
undone to pose before the world as great heroes. Some men will 
pose as examples of righteousness in order to land a well-paying 
political office. And that is their only motive for right-doing. 


To show you the error and folly of merely relying on honor we 
need only think of God’s way in dealing with us. Did God place us 
on honor in the matter of obeying His laws? Did He abandon us to 
go and do as we like? No; in the first place God watches over the 
whole world and over each individual. God watches over us not 
only to protect and keep us from harm but that we may keep His 
law. In the second place, He threatens to punish us, if we are dis- 
obedient. 


If God sees fit to watch over us, and to punish us if we fail to 
obey Him, how can it be out of place for parents, who take the place 
of God on behalf of their children, to watch over them carefully, to 
correct and even punish them if they go wrong! We may surely 
trust to the wisdom of God for the proper manner of dealing with 
human beings. 

With this fact in mind it follows positively that mothers must con- 
stantly watch also over the spiritual welfare of their children. The 
children must be told that they must not, and cannot, keep anything . 
from the knowledge of their parents. Many a naughty word will 
remain unspoken and many a sinful deed will remain undone if chil- 
dren realize that what they say or do will be discovered by their 
parents. No forbidden books will be kept under pillows if daughters 
know that mother is watchful. No company displeasing to mother 
will be sought if the youngsters realize that mother always finds out 
things. 

Watch over your children at play. Know what your children 
are doing and with whom they play. See to it that the playmates 
they associate with are of the proper sort. If you have reasons to 
think that the playmates are not fit company forbid your children to 
further associate with them. Make sure of good behavior at all 
times. In this connection I should earnestly advise you, mothers, to 
keep your children off the middle of the street. Little tots are seen 
hitching on to wagons, stealing rides on cars and so forth. When 
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then an accident happens people blame motorman, conductor or 
driver and demand that they be put in jail. Would it not be far more 
just and fair in many cases to send the careless mother to jail for not 
taking better care of her children? If there is no other place but the 
street for your children to play in, make sure that they stay on the 
sidewalks. 


Again, find out what your children do when they are alone. Some 
children will do things when they are alone they would never dare 
to do if they realized that mother might see or suspect them. If you 
are positive that your children do not do anything wrong when they 
are alone, thank God on your knees and guard your little ones lest 
they might be led into sin by other children. If you have reason to 
think that they do wrong when alone, manage to catch them at it and 
punish them so severely that they will never again attempt to do any- 
thing like it. 


Train your children to have no secrets before you. The moment 
a daughter begins to keep something from the knowledge of her 
mother, or a boy tries to keep some knowledge from his -father, 
usually marks the first step toward serious trouble. 


Your children may not foresee evil consequences from a foolish 
action but they have sufficient knowledge to understand that they are 
doing wrong, and that is their reason for trying to keep certain do- 
ings or sayings concealed from you. 


So firmly established should be your control over your children 
that it becomes a matter of course with them. 


And your watchfulness must be kept up. Indeed, the older your 
children grow, the more will they need watching. Dangers keep on 
growing with them. Never think for a moment that, when your chil- 
dren have made their eighth grade examination, your task is done 
and over with. Then it is that the trouble really begins. 


As your children grow up it will be natural for them to begin the 
forming of friendships, some of them for life. If they are of the 
true and noble kind, all the better; if they are not, all the worse. 
Hence a discreet mother will be on the constant lookout to watch 
over those friendships. A prudent mother will be able to save both 
her children and herself many sufferings, sorrows, even disgrace, if 
she watches over the friendships of her children. Unconsciously she 
may pave the way for a very unhappy marriage if she permits her 
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children to seek their friendships where they like. Hence be on your 
guard. 


There is still another matter in which mothers should be very 
prudent and determined. It is a subject upon which I will speak not 
because I like it but because I must. It is this. Watch your daugh- 
ters closely at the time they are beginning to mature. At no time 
does a girl need a prudent mother more than at that time. Unfor- 
tunately, we have mothers with a mock modesty who imagine nothing 
must be told their daughters about their body for fear of shocking 
modesty. What happens often in such cases? Will their daughters 
forever remain ignorantly innocent, or innocently ignorant? Far 
from it. Some other girl, an older girl, will enlighten your daughters 
in a way that would frightfully shock you if you would be there to 
listen to this other girl, who may possibly know more than you ever 
did of the sinfulness of the world. 


Hence do not wait in this most important matter till the daughter 
comes to you or, worse still, till she goes to some other girl. Tell her 
yourself as much as she needs to know at that particular time, and 
impress two things upon her youthful mind. The first is, that there 


are some things about her person so sacred and private that no one 
should be consulted about them but you, her mother. Certain things 
about her person should never be mentioned excepting to her mother. 
Such matters are not to be talked about when she is with her girl 
chums. 


The other thing is that your daughter should be taught to observe 
absolute cleanliness as one of the surest means of preserving health. 

From all these important considerations you will readily under- 
stand how much depends upon you, mothers. Unless you watch over 
your children constantly, without relaxing for a moment, the enemy 
of souls may come and sow harmful cockle among the good seed that 
both the parents and the Church are sowing in the hearts of your 
children. 
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A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 
XXI. Vows 


We are all very fickle, constantly making good resolutions and 
then breaking them, and neglecting even the good works that the 
Commandments require of us. In order to strengthen their will 
and renew their zeal, Christians sometimes make a vow, i. e., they 
make a solemn, voluntary and deliberate promise to God to do some 
good work. 

1. A vow is a solemn promise, not merely a good resolution, 
which gives no one else a right to claim its fulfilment from us. If 
any one accepts our promise, he is entitled to call upon us to keep 
our word. 

2. A vow is made voluntarily, not under threats or compulsion, 
for then it would not be binding, because a person who acts under 
compulsion has no will to pledge himself. 

3. A vow is made deliberately, with full knowledge of what it 
involves, for no one can promise to do what he does not understand. 
He must examine his own abilities and see whether they will enable 
him to keep his word. Jgnorance, error and fear may render a vow 
invalid. 

4. A vow is a promise made to God, therefore it is a kind of 
worship; and just as we can worship God alone, so to Him alone 
we make vows. 

5. It is a promise pleasing to God, being a voluntary sacrifice. 
For instance He accepted the vows made by Jacob the patriarch 
and Anna, and granted their requests. Jacob made a vow, saying: 
“If God shall be with me . . . and I shall return prosperously to 
my father’s house, the Lord shall be my God . . . and of all things 
that thou shalt give me, I will offer tithes to thee” (Gen., xxviii, 
20-22). Anna made a vow, saying: “O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt 
be mindful of me, and not forget thy handmaid, and wilt give to 
thy servant a man child, I will give him to the Lord all the days of 
his life” (1 Kings, i, 11). 
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6. Finally, a vow is a promise to do some good work, something 
tending to moral improvement or sanctification of life, for only 
works of this kind are means of glorifying God. 

Every genuine promise is binding, provided that the person to 
whom it is made accepts it. We cannot possibly doubt that a good 
work, resulting in improvement of human life, is pleasing to God, 
and that He accepts the promise to perform it; hence if we make 
a vow, we are bound to keep it. Moses said: “That which is once 
gone out of thy lips, thou shalt observe, and shalt do as thou hast 
promised to the Lord thy God” (Deut., xxiii, 23). With regard to 
the time within which a vow must be kept, it depends upon whether 
any definite date was mentioned in the vow. If so, the vow must 
be kept at that date; if not, as soon as circumstances allow. If any 
one makes a conditional vow, it is not binding until the conditions 
mentioned are fulfilled. There may be cases in which it is impos- 
sible to keep a vow, and then it ceases to bind. For instance, a man 
may vow to make a pilgrimage at some definite time, but in conse- 
quence of severe illness he is practically incapable of undertaking 
it, or the place, whither he intended to go, may be occupied by 
enemies; his vow is not binding. Occasionally under the influence 
of anxiety or distress a vow is made, which it is either impossible 
or extremely dangerous to fulfil, or of which the fulfilment is for- 
bidden by parents and superiors. In such cases the vow is probably 
not binding, but the person who has made it must not dispense him- 
self or commute his vow for something else. He must lay the 
matter before a priest and take his advice. The Church alone 
has power to dispense from vows, since Christ gave the Apostles 
authority to bind and to loose, and to order everything affecting 
the moral welfare of the faithful. 


From all that has been said, you will see how important it is to 
be cautious in making vows, but when you have made one, you 
must regard it as sacred, and fulfil it both for God’s glory and 
the good of your own soul. Amen. 
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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
XXII. Tue OsservaANce oF SUNDAYS AND Hoty Days 


The Third Commandment shows us what outward service we owe 
to God. It is as it were the outcome of the Second Commandment, 
for if we honor God devoutly, putting our faith and hope in Him, 
we must inevitably give expression to our veneration and gratitude, 
and, in order that those engaged in secular occupations may have 
an opportunity of doing this, definite days are set apart for the 
worship of God. The Third Commandment agrees with the voice 
of nature which prompts us to devote certain hours to this purpose. 
All nations observe days dedicated to religious practices. Human 
beings assign definite hours to sleep, meals and bodily refreshment, 
and it is equally natural to devote time to the refreshment of the 
mind by the worship and contemplation of God. We are morally 
bound to employ a portion of our time in this way, and therefore 
the Apostles determined to dedicate the first day of the week, 
which they called the Lord’s day, to the special worship of God. 
What is enjoined by the words “Remember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath day ?” 

The word “Remember” is placed at the beginning of the com- 
mandment, because the sanctification of the day formed part of 
the Jewish ceremonial. The remaining words show us that we 
should arrange our business during the week so as to be free on 
one day to give an account to God of our proceedings; and it fol- 
lows that we ought to do nothing that He would condemn or that 
would disturb our minds and make us fear His displeasure. “Sab- 
bath” is a Hebrew word meaning rest, and the seventh day was so 
calied because, after creating the universe, God rested on that day. 
In Holy Scripture the Jews were taught to keep the Sabbath day 
holy, and not only to refrain from work. The true meaning of 
sanctifying the Sabbath is to observe it as a day of rest, when man 
is free to worship and serve God. Why was it expedient for the 
Jews to be ordered to keep the Sabbath holy? The seventh day 
was appointed partly to prevent each man from selecting a day 
to suit himself, but partly for another mystical reason. God said 
to Moses: “Let the children of Israel keep the Sabbath; .. . it is 
an everlasting covenant between me and the children of Israel, 
and a perpetual sign.” “See that thou keep my Sabbath, because 
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it is a sign between me and you, .. . that you may know that I 
am the Lord, who sanctify you.” The Sabbath was therefore a 
sign indicating that men ought to dedicate themselves to God. It 
was a memorial also of the creation, and it was intended to remind 
the Jews that by God’s help they had escaped from captivity’ in 
Egypt. Finally it suggests to us the rest and peace of Heaven. To 
a Christian the spiritual Sabbath is a holy, mystical calm, when 
the old man, that was buried with Christ, is raised to newness of 
life, and engages actively in the practice of virtue. The Heavenly 
Sabbath is, as St. Cyril says, our life with Christ, when we shall 
enjoy all good things and sin will be no more, since the souls of 
the saints obtain everything through the contemplation of God. 


In addition to the Sabbath there were other festivals serving to 
remind the Jews of the benefits which God had bestowed upon 
them. The Catholic Church transferred the solemn worship from 
the Sabbath to the Lord’s Day; it was on the first day of the week 
that light shone upon the world, and in the saine way our Saviour, 
by rising again on that day, opened to us the gate of everlasting 
life, bringing us from darkness into light. The Apostles called the 
first day of the week “the Lord’s day,” and it is plain from the 
Holy Scripture that this day was solemnly observed, both because 
creation began then, and also because the Holy Ghost came down 
upon the disciples on this day. The Apostles and the Fathers from 
the earliest times insisted that it was the duty of Christians to com- 
memorate with reverence and gratitude the benefits that God has 
bestowed upon us. The days dedicated to the commemoration of 
the mysteries of our redemption are our greatest festivals, taking 
precedence of those consecrated to our Lady, the Apostles, martyrs 
and other saints. On days of the latter class we should glorify 
God for His goodness and power, pay due honor to the saints, and 
be spurred on to follow their holy example. 


From the words, “Six days shalt thou labor,’ we should learn 
that we must not spend our life in idleness, but work diligently, 
arranging our occupations so as not to leave for Sunday anything 
that ought to be done on the other days of the week, lest it prove 
a distraction or hindrance to our worship of God. The third 
commandment continues: “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; thou shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy 
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beast, nor the stranger that is within thy gates.” This shows us 
that we ought to avoid everything likely to interfere with the service 
of God. By servile work we understand such work as is generally 
done for wages by servants and laborers. The spirit of the law is 
more important, however, than the letter, and we ought certainly 
to include amongst the forbidden works all such forms of amuse- 
ment as are dangerous to good morals and purity of life. In cases 
where servile work is a real necessity, it may be done on Sundays 
and holy days. Our Lord Himself taught that it was permissible, 
for He said: “Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fall into a 
pit, and will not immediately draw him out on the Sabbath day?” 
(Luke xiv, 5). It was decided by the Council of Trent that work 
done to avert impending loss did not desecrate the Lord’s day. 
Hence we are allowed to do what is necessary for the nourishment 
of our bodies, and we may even work in the fields in times of 
special emergency or distress. We are bound to go to church on 
Sundays and holy days, and to hear Mass with attention and devo- 
tion. We ought frequently to receive the Sacraments and listen to 
sermons, since nothing is more unseemly than for a Christian to 
despise the Word of God. We should be zealous in offering prayer 
and praise to God, and in learning whatever may help us to lead a 
truly Christian life. Further, we ought to do works of charity, 
giving alms to the poor, visiting the sick and consoling the sor- 
rowful. 

Those who are precise in their observance of the Third Command. 
ment, and walk before Him and find their delight in converse with 
Him, are best able to contemplate His majesty when they pray, 
and to hear His voice in sermons; whereas those who disobey God 
and the Church are His enemies and will not escape punishment. 

My brethren, let us praise and thank God for giving us this 
commandment; let us never forget it or fail to obey it, but resolve 
to sanctify Sundays and holy days by refraining from hard work 
that is unnecessary, and by devoting our time to the service of 
God. Let us carefully avoid all evil and do nothing displeasing 
to Him, and then we shall be admitted to rest forever in Heaven 
with God and all His saints. Amen. 
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 


XXII. Tue Duties or CHILDREN TOWARDS THEIR PARENTS 


The first three commandments are of the utmost importance, 
but those that follow are rightly esteemed inferior only to them. 
The former refer solely to God, the latter instruct us in the duty 
that we owe to our neighbor, although ultimately they also refer 
to God, since we are to love our neighbor for His sake. This is 
why Christ said that the two great commandments, inculcating 
respectively love of God and love of man, were alike. The Fourth 
Commandment refers not only to our parents, but also to other 
people whom we are bound to honor, especially to teachers and to 
our civil and ecclesiastical superiors, who aim at making us lead 
respectable, God-fearing lives. We ought to treat our parents 
with love and reverence, but the most essential thing is to love and 
worship God, the Father and Creator of all things, and we should 
love our parents so that the whole force of our love reverts to our 
Father in Heaven. 

What is the meaning of the word honor in this commandment? 
When we honor anyone, we think of him with respect, and set a 
high value on everything connected with him. Honor of this kind 
involves also love, reverence and obedience. We ought of course 
to love and respect our parents, but there is a particular reason 
why the Fourth Commandment bids us honor them. They are 
God’s representatives, to whom we owe our existence and our 
religious and moral training. Therefore we should treat them with 
a respect that is the outcome of our love and gratitude. They 
have spared themselves no trouble, labor and danger on our be- 
half, and their best reward will be the knowledge of their children’s 
affection. 

There are other ways of honoring our parents: we can pray that 
they may prosper and be esteemed in this world, and that they 
may find favor with God and the saints in Heaven. We honor 
them also if we act in accordance with their wishes and imitate 
their good qualities, not only asking, but also following their advice. 
We honor them, if we help them and supply their wants, especially 
in time of sickness, and see that they are not deprived of the Sacra- 
ments, or of friends to visit and encourage them. It behooves us 
to take care that our parents enjoy all the consolations of religion 
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when death approaches, so that they may welcome him as a friend, 
and not dread him as an enemy, and, when they have passed i! 
away, it is our duty to provide for suitable funeral, to have Masses in 
said, and to carry out their wishes regarding their possessions. r 







The reward of long life is promised to children who honor their 
parents, because they deserve to enjoy for a long time the benefits 
for which they show their gratitude. On the other hand those who a 
do not respect their parents are threatened with punishment. “He 
that curseth his father or mother, shall die the death” (Ex. xxi, 
17). “He that afflicteth his father and chaseth away his mother is 
infamous and unhappy” (Prov. xix, 26). “The eye that mocketh 
at his father and that despiseth the labor of his mother. . . let 
the ravens eat it” (Prov. xxx, 17). We read of many instances in 
which God’s wrath was kindled against those who wronged their 
parents: e. g., Absalom was punished for rebelling against David. 
As long as your parents are alive, show that you obey God’s com- 
mandment and honor them; treat them with respect and defer to 
their wishes at once, not waiting for them to beg you to do so. 
Obey their legitimate orders promptly, and not in a grudging 
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spirit. Speak of them politely, and do not allow others to criticize 
or insult them. Never be ashamed of them, even if they be poor, iH 
infirm, or obscure. Help them as much as you can in old age, ve 
sickness and poverty, and then you may hope to enjoy a long and Ht 
happy life. Amen. i 

I 
XXIV. THe Duties oF SUBORDINATES TOWARD THEIR SUPERIORS { 






In every age there have been people ready to maintain that man ; 
is subject to no secular authority, but only to God, and conse- ie 
quently he owes the State no respect, obedience, loyalty or service, i 
since these things are due to God alone. Such theories are quite 
mistaken, for there always has been, and always must be, some 
superior authority. Just as every human being is made up of 
body and soul, so must the ruling power be temporal or secular 
and spiritual. Holy Scripture and the Catholic religion teach us 
that all authority was instituted by God. Through Solomon God 
said: “By me princes rule, and the mighty decree justice” (Prov., 
viii, 15) ; and St. Paul writes: “Let every soul be subject to higher 
powers, for there is no power but from God . . . therefore he that 
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resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that 
resist purchase to themselves damnation” (Rom., xiii, 1, 2). Hence 
we are all bound to respect, obey and serve those in authority, with 
loyalty, devotion and zeal. 


1. In the first place we must respect them, looking upon them 
as God’s representatives, recognizing their right to be treated with 
courtesy and deference on our part. Our respect should be genuine 
and not hypocritical. St. Paul says: “Render to all men their 
dues, ... fear to whom fear (is due), honor to whom honor” 
(Rom. xiii, 7). 

2. We must obey those in authority; they have to look after the 
welfare of their subjects, and consequently laws are necessary, for 
the good of the whole community as well as of individuals. In 
writing to the Colossians St. Paul says: “Servants, obey in all 
things your masters according to the flesh; not serving to the eye, 
as pleasing men, but in simplicity of heart, fearing God” (11, 22). 
Should, however, a superior order his subordinate to do anything 
wrong, he can exact no obedience, for we must obey God rather 
than man. 


3. We owe loyalty and devotion to our superiors. Loyalty is 
displayed by a punctual and prompt discharge of all duties, and 
consequently all officials must do their utmost to promote the pub- 
lic good. They work for the benefit of the nation in general, and 
so it is only fair that we should conform to their regulations. Our 
Lord set us an example in this respect when He paid tribute for 
Himself and St. Peter, even working a miracle for the purpose. 
Just as good children are devoted to their parents and teachers, 
so should subjects be devoted to their rulers, and never take part 
in any rebellion or insurrection. Such things have been proved 
by experience never to cause anything but harm, and they are con- 
demned by God, who ordered the earth to open and swallow up 
Core, Dathan and Abiron, because they rebelled against Moses, 
their lawful ruler (Num., xvi). 


You see therefore that we owe respect, loyalty, obedience and 
devotion to those set over us, and no one can think himself exempt 
from this obligation, if he really desires to love God and his 
fellow-men, for these duties are imposed upon us by God as well 
as by nature. 


St. Paul sums up the duties of Christian servants to their em- 
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ployers in a few weighty words, that should never be forgotten. 
He says: “Exhort servants to be obedient to their masters, in all 
things pleasing, not gainsaying, not defrauding, but in all things 
showing good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things” (Titus, ii, 9, 10). Thus it behooves every 
Christian servant to obey his employer, and to be obliging, faithful 
and honest. Amen. 
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A SERIES OF APOLOGETIC DISCOURSES 


XV. AUTHENTICITY OF THE GOSPELS. 





God and man, united chiefly by love—this is religion; it is strictly 
: in conformity with nature and a matter of course, but it is also 
a indispensable, if man is to attain his final end and to live an honest 
life. Just as there is only one God, so is there only one true reli- 
gion, and the idea that it is quite indifferent which creed one pro- 
fesses, is foolish and sinful. But which is the true religion? Surely 
that which God has revealed, not one discovered in nature or in 
the voice of conscience alone, but the one which, as St. Paul says, 
God has revealed at various times through the prophets, and finally 
through His Son Jesus Christ. This supernatural revelation is pos- 
sible, it is most beneficial to us, and absolutely necessary on account 
of the supernatural aim assigned us by God. It has actually taken 
place, and this is a fact as certain as anything recorded in history; 
it is guaranteed and proved by the prophecies and miracles, which 
were the credentials of those commissioned by God to convey it to 
us, and the supreme testimony to its genuineness is the greatest of 
all miracles, the glorious resurrection of Christ. Additional evi- 
dence is supplied by the religion founded and perfected by Christ, 
we and by the influence over Christendom of this religion, which we 
have seen to be miraculous in its growth, its transforming power 
and its indestructibility. Finally there is the unmistakable testi- 
mony of the blood shed by Christ’s followers for His sake. 

We have considered all these great and important truths, and 
confirmed our conviction of the truth of our holy religion, and at 
the same time have kindled within our hearts a more ardent affec- 
tion for the Catholic faith. 

To-day we have to answer a fresh question: Where do we dis- 
cover divine revelation? Whence do we derive in all their integrity 
the truths that God has taught us, and the commandments that He 
bids us keep? From your childhood you have known the answer 
to this question—the sources of revelation are Holy Scripture and 
the oral tradition of the Church. To speak first of the former :— 
how are we to be sure of the authenticity of the books contained in 
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the Bible? are they genuine? can we believe that they are, as the 
Church asserts, divinely inspired? What can be said for or against 
modern criticism of these books? What about the Bible and natural 
science? Finally, what is the attitude of the Catholic Church 
towards Holy Scripture? All these are very important questions, 
constantly asked at the present time, and we ought to know how 
to answer them. 


To-day let us discuss the authenticity of the Bible. We cannot 
consider each of the 45 books of the Old and the 26 books of the 
New Testament separately, nor is it necessary; it will suffice for 
our purpose if we fix our attention upon the four Gospels, since 
they contain the chief doctrines taught in the other books, most of 
which are mentioned in the Gospels. We regard a work as gen- 
uine, if it was really written by the author to whom it is ascribed, 
or at least dates from the period when it professes to have been 
compiled. We must see therefore whether the four Gospels were 
really written by the four men, who either themselves claim to be 
the authors, or at least are believed by all Christians to have been 
such. 


1. The first of these men is Matthew, a tax collector in the 
neighborhood of Genesareth. He tells us himself that Jesus, see- 
ing him, said: “Follow me,” and Matthew rose up and followed 
Him. Matthew listened to our Lord’s sermons and witnessed His 
miracles, and with the other apostles received the Holy Ghost at 
Pentecost. Afterwards he preached first in Galilee, and then in 
Ethiopia, but before quitting Palestine he deposited with his coun- 
trymen there the record of his chief instructions. This book is the 
one that we know as the Gospel according to St. Matthew, and it 
was written perhaps as early as the year 42, and certainly before 
65 A.D.. It was written originally in Hebrew, but was translated 
into Greek during the apostle’s lifetime. He wrote primarily for 
Jewish converts to Christianity and, therefore, he assumes his read- 
ers to be familiar with the customs and localities of the Holy Land 
and with the Old Testament prophecies. His great aim is to prove 
Jesus Christ to be the Messias foretold by the prophets, and to show 
that Judaism, which was intended to prepare His way, had now 
lost its significance. 


The second Gospel is called that of St. Mark, who was one of St. 
Peter’s disciples, accompanied him on his journeys, and was com- 
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missioned by him to found the church in Alexandria. The (Gospel 
was written in Rome about the year 65. St. Mark gives us much 
information, derived from St. Peter, regarding our Lord’s words 
and works; and apparently he took especial pains to impress upon 
his readers, the Christians in Rome, with how much truth St. Peter 
had exclaimed: “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt, 
xvi, 16). 

The third evangelist is St. Luke, who was originally a pagan 
physician, and after his conversion became St. Paul’s companion.. 
He wrote his Gospel about the year 65, his aim being to preserve 
the Apostle’s oral instructions in writing, for the benefit of all his 
converts, but particularly for the Greeks, and consequently St. Luke 
employed very carefuily selected Greek expressions. His Gospel 
is the historical development of the great truth stated by St. Paul 
in his Epistle to the Romans (i, 16): “The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, to the Jew first and 
to the Greek; for the justice of God is revealed therein from faith 
unto faith.” 


The fourth Gospel is that according to St. John; it was written 
in Ephesus about the year 96, and was intended to supplement the 
three other Gospels, with which St. John was undoubtedly ac- 
quainted. He emphasizes the fact that he had himself been an 
eyewitness of the events recorded. “We saw his glory” (i, 14); 
“That which we have seen and have heard, we declare unto you” 
(1 John, i, 3). At the time when he wrote there were already 
heretics who denied the Divinity of Christ, and so St. John rises, 
as it were, like an eagle soaring above the things of earth, and re- 
lates what had been revealed to him above. “In the beginning was 
the Word” that became flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, “and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” St. John was, 
as he himself tells us, the disciple whom Jesus loved, and who 
leaned on our Lord’s bosom at the last supper. Hence he knew his 
Master’s goodness and mercy better than anyone else, and in ex- 
treme old age he, remembering this love, never wearied of repeating: 
“My little children, love one anotiier.” 


These are our gospels; I need not describe their contents, for you 
know them well enough, and have been familiar with them since 
you were at school. Every Sunday you hear a passage from one 
of them read aloud, and the sermon is often an explanation of it. 
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No doubt you occasionally read the Bible, and especially the Gos- 
pels, for yourselves, and can appreciate their dignity and simplicity, 
their unity preserved among a variety of detail. As St. Irenzus 
says, we have a fourfold Gospel, but one spirit pervading it, and 
everything speaks to us of Christ, our Saviour, revealing Him as 
God, and teaching us to love Him. 


2. You must not expect me to quote all that learned men have 
written to prove the authenticity of these Gospels. Who could ques- 
tion it, unless he desired at all costs to deny it? The Gospels speak 
for themselves, their language and style, the statements regarding 
places, opinions and historical events, all show them to be the 
work of eyewitnesses. We possess very ancient manuscripts that 
we value very highly, and scholars rejoice whenever a fresh one 
is discovered, and often blindly accept its testimony as true. This 
is the case with the works of all ancient writers, but of the Gospels 
there exist many very old manuscripts, no less than 540 of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, nearly 600 of St. Mark’s, 530 of St. Luke’s, 
and about the same number of St. John’s. The oldest manuscripts 
are the Codex Vaticanus, the Codex Sinaiticus, discovered in 1859, 
and the Codex Syro-Sinaiticus, discovered in 1892; all of which 
belong to the fourth Century. In times of persecution attempts 
were made to. destroy the sacred books of the Christians, as well as 
the Christians themselves, but it was all in vain. It is interesting 
to note how comparatively few manuscripts of the famous pagan 
authors have come down to us, although no one questions the 
authenticity of their works. Of Vergil there is but one manu- 
script of the 4th or 5th century; the earliest manuscript of Horace 
dates from the 8th, of Plato from the 9th, of Homer and Herodo- 


tus from the 10th century. Moreover there are very early transla- 


tions of the Gospels; one in Latin and one in Syriac belong to the 
2nd, Coptic translations to the 3rd, Ethiopian to the 4th; and the 
great Gothic translation by Bishop Ulfilas to the 5th century. This 
last is known as the Codex argenteus, and during the Thirty Years’ 
War it was taken by the Swedes to Upsala. Further we have the 
evidence of the Fathers, some of whom were the disciples of the 
Apostles themselves. There is scarcely a verse in the Bible, and 
especially in the Gospels, that is not quoted by them, and quoted 
more than once, so that, if all our Bibles were to perish, they could 
be reconstructed from the writings of the Fathers. For instance, 








eee, OM SSeS ce tk eee 


















576 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 





St. Ireneus of Lyons was separated by one generation only from 
the apostolic age. Not many of his works have come down to us, 
but in the fragments that remain there are about 400 references 
to the Gospels, as we know them. In one passage he alludes to the 
four evangelists by name, and says: “Just as there are four regions 
of the heavens, and four quarters whence the wind blows, so are 
there four Gospels, forming pillars on which rests our Church, that 
extends over the whole world. These Gospels stand fast, and it js 
a new and irresistible proof of their authenticity that even their 
enemies, the teachers of heresy, testify to it, since each tries to 
establish his heretical doctrine by appealing to the Gospels. Woe 
to him who tampers with them” (Iren. Adv. haer. iii, 11). 

There is no need of further evidence; one fact alone suffices. 
The Gospel is the legal code of the Church, and she is convinced 
that she received it through the Apostles, and she has continued 
to regard it as a most precious treasure. It is not a private but 
official document. The Church has ever looked upon it as such, 
and as her own peculiar possession, which might not be given to 
pagans. She placed it in the hands of her own children, and taught 
them from its pages the truths necessary for salvation; her bishops 
watched over its purity and only such as had been properly ordained 
were permitted to read it publicly at divine worship. Justin Mar- 
tyr writes: “On Sunday all assemble, both townsfolk and peasants, 
and the records of the Apostles and the books of the prophets are 
read aloud, and when the reader has finished, the president gives an 
address, exhorting his hearers to practise this good teaching” (Jus- 
tin, Apol. i, 67). No one questions the authenticity of the laws of 
his own country, and it is equally impossible to doubt that of the 
Gospels. There are of course books which are not genuine, such 
as the so-called Gospel of St. Peter. These books were, as a rule, 
written with good intentions, and for a time, and especially in 
out of the way places, enjoyed a certain reputation, but they were 
spurious, and consequently the Church rejected them. When 
Serapion, a bishop, heard that St. Peter’s Gospel was being read, he 
at once strictly forbade its use, and wrote: “We, my brethren, 
accept Peter and the other Apostles as we accept Christ Himself, 
but we reject what falsely bears their names” (Euseb. Hist. eccl., v, 
12). A man would have to be a fool, as Irenzus says, to deny the 
authenticity of the Gospels. 
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The children of the Church have always reverenced these holy 
books, and at the time of Diocletian they preferred to die rather 
than give them up to unbelievers. The greatest care was taken to 
prevent any alteration in the text. A very striking illustration of 
this care is given by St. Jerome and St. Augustine. In the book 
of Jonas we read how the prophet, in his weariness of life, lay down 
to sleep outside the city of Ninive, and God caused a plant to 
grow over his head to shelter him. In Hebrew this plant is called 
kikajon, which in the early Greek and Latin translations is rendered 
by words meaning gourd. St. Jerome thought that it was not a 
gourd, but a kind of ivy, and translated the Hebrew by ephera. His 
translation was read aloud in an African church, and St. Augu- 
tine tells us that the people, who had always heard that Jonas slept 
under a gourd, on hearing the new word were astonished and 
raised a great uproar, so that the bishop was in danger of expul- 
sion, and felt obliged to consult the Jews in the town about the 
real signification of the Hebrew word, and then, acting on their 
information, restored the old rendering, gourd, as more correct than 
ivy. In St. Jerome’s opinion the disturbance was due to an absurd 
trie, for the difference between a gourd and ivy is unimportant, 
but the Christians thought otherwise; they were peculiarly sensi- 
tive where their sacred books were concerned, and would not have 
them altered. No treasure has ever been more jealously guarded 
by both Church and people, for they know that God has entrusted 
to their charge the precious books in which He Himself has record- 
ed His word and commandments. 

There is no reasonable possibility of doubting the authenticity 
and the apostolic origin of the Gospels. Men are easily enough 
satisfied in other respects, and credulous, when it pleases them. At 
the present day Buddhism finds many adherents, and Buddhist com- 
munities have been formed in some large cities. What can be said 
for the authenticity of the books about Buddha? Who wrote them? 
When did the authors live? No one can say, but they certainly 
lived long after Buddha himself. These books come from India, 
a land where men’s imaginations run wild, and there is no guar- 
antee that the text has been accurately preserved, or that the copy- 
ists have not tampered with it. Max Miiller declared that these 
works were not trustworthy, and another scholar goes so far as 
to say that in other matters a historian would be ashamed to treat 
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them as genuine sources of information. In comparison with these, 
our Gospels appear perfectly authentic; they were written in the 
centres of civilization by men who actually heard and saw what 
they record, and were read by thousands who had witnessed the 
occurrences described in these books. No one doubts their authen- 
ticity except a few persons, who question it because they do not 
like the doctrines and commandments contained in the Gospels, 
No book in the world is so unquestionably genuine as the Bible, 
and no fact in history is supported by such irrefutable evidence as 
the apostolic origin of our Gospels. Amen. 





COLLECTANEA 


THE UNITED UNITED STATES. 


ApprESS DELIVERED AT A Patriotic RALLY oF SCHOOL CHILDREN 
BY THE REV. JOHN J. WHEELER, PHILADELPHIA 


My dear boys and girls, this is a most momentous occasion. We 
are assembled here to-day, within view of the Cradle of Liberty, to 
revive the important events of the history of our country, to stimu- 
late our ideals of patriotism and to attest our allegiance to our 
great and glorious United States. What it means for us, what it 
conjures up in our breasts—thoughts and feelings of the land of the 
brave and the home of the free. In the fourth Book of Kings we 
read of King Jehu riding furiously in his chariot to slay the wor- 
shippers of Baal. On the way the prophet Jonadab met the King, 
and the King, stopping the chariot, said to Jonadab: “Is thy heart 
right, as my heart is with thy heart?” and Jonadab replied, “It is.” 
Then the King said, “If it be, give me thy hand.” He gave him his ~ 
hand, and the King lifted him up to him into his chariot and he 
said to him: ‘Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord.” 

My country to-day, boys and girls, on the eve of an impending 
crisis, asks me the question of Jehu to Jonadab. “Is thy heart 
right with my heart?” and we with one accord respond, “It is,” 
and we are willing to go with our country and see her zeal for God, 
because after all the cause of liberty is the cause of God, and we 
are assembled here to-day not to clamor for war—God forbid that 
we should seek the desolation, the ravages of war on our fair coun- 
try, even if it be the land of the free and the home of the brave— 
but what we do demand is, “Liberty,” and if war is necessary to 
maintain our national honor, to preserve our liberty, then in the 
name of God give us war. 

My dear girls and boys, this country was not founded on the 
anaemic Chinese philosophy of non - resistance and helplessness. 
Liberty has always been born of sacrifice. Freedom has always 
been won and maintained by the sword. The price of liberty has 
always been a blood atonement. Our forefathers, who sat in yonder 
sacred hall and signed the Declaration of Independence, were 
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hardy patriots, who thought not of themselves, who thought not 
of peace, but were bound to have liberty at any cost. The men of 
Boston who threw the tea into the Charlestown harbor were not 
a band of mild-mannered, characterless gentlemen, but were real 
men, who believed in liberty at any cost. The double lantern that 
gleamed from the old North Church tower shines on us even to-day 
the message of liberty at any cost. The clattering hoofs of Paul 
Revere’s steed come beating down through the years to us, crying 
out the alarm, “Liberty at any cost.” The iron tongue of Philadel- 
phia’s immortal bell still cries out to the world, “Liberty at any cost.” 
In the snows of Valley Forge the bloody footprints of Washington’s 
soldiers tell us the legend— “Liberty at any cost.” - 


This is why we love America, because it is the land of the free 
and the home of the brave. Our forefathers endured all sorts of 
privations, all sorts of suffering that we might live, and shall we 
with poltroon breath renounce the valorous example of the soldiers 
of ’76 for the weak philosophy of peace at any price? Our fore- 
fathers paid the cost, they endured the hell of war, the tortures of 
wounds, the agony of death. They were content that their bones 
should whiten the earth if from the blood of their hearts might 
spring the flowers of freedom. 


But what is this liberty for which they fought? Does it mean 
that every man is a law to himself? No; America, good as she is, 
never intended to be so good as to destroy herself, and nothing is 
more set than this: That any nation granting to a man the right 
to be a law unto himselfi—that moment signs her own death warrant. 
American liberty means freedom with restraint—freedom accord- 
ing to standard, fixed and settled by law. Indeed, liberty and law 
must always go hand in hand. There can be no liberty without law, 
and there can be no law without God, and so each individual must 
accept one of three things—absolute anarchy, absolute tyranny or 
the law founded upon eternal principles of Divine Justice. We 
love America not for her grandeur of natural beauty, not for her 
commercial supremacy, but that before God and man we can look 
every man in the face and say these three little words “I am free.” 
But we, rich or poor, no matter what our race or color or creed, we 
can tread the earth upright and be sure that we are on an equality 
with the millions who are about us; because of this, and this alone, 
every citizen of our land loves her with undying love and is willing 
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to give his life’s blood for her stability and perpetuity. If ever 
America needed the whole-hearted love of her children it is to-day ; 
but if we are prepared from within, we shall be prepared against 
attack from without. “His strength is as the strength of ten, be- 
cause his heart is pure.” If our hearts are in the right place, if we 
love God and real liberty, then we are American from the very 
core, and we are ready to forget self and all sentiment and do the 
duty which was so well set by our forefathers. 

What is our duty? The law of God has been set aside, sacred 
treaties denounced as scraps of paper, the laws of mercy disre- 
garded. Our nation stands as the one force for law, for order, for 
international morality. If we shall fail through weakness or 
through fear, no man can prophesy the evil that may come. The 
fight is for civilization, for liberty. It is our duty to fight to defend 
civilization from attack, and we must summon to our aid the patriot- 
ism and the valorous deeds of our forefathers, for patriotism is not 
mere than the conception and love of what we ought to be and do 
for our country. 


Love took up the harp of life, 

And smote on all the chords with might, 
Smote the chord of self, 

That trembling passed in music out of sight. 





PASTORAL PART 





ANALECTA 


NEW DEGREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY 
-FATHER AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 
Sacred Consistorial Congregation: 


Two Bishops are appointed as Inspectors of the clergy 
in the French army. (Nov. 19, 1917.) 


Secretariate of State: 


Letter to Rev. M. A. Janvier, O.P., approving the pro- 
gram of the Corporation des publicistes chrétiens. (Oct. 
31, 1917.) 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


OBLIGATION OF MILITARY SERVICE 


Pacificus, a young man, enjoys the best of health, but, having a 
great horror for military life, he determines to avoid service in the 
National Army. He feigns illness and, by means of large gifts to 
the examining physician, succeeds in having himself declared dis- 
qualified. This sin he tells in Confession, and is admonished by 
the confessor that he has been guilty of injustice not only towards 
the State, but also towards the last man selected in the draft, who 
would otherwise not have been taken. This latter wrong, added 
the confessor, was against commutative justice, and consequently 
Pacificus is obliged to repair the temporal losses caused to the 
injured party. 

Ouestions.—1. Do conscription laws oblige in conscience? 

2. Were the medical examiners in the present case bound to 


make restitution ? 
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3. Did the confessor judge rightly? 


Solution.—1. It would be wrong to maintain that a law which 
orders universal conscription is per se and absolutely unjust. The 
State has the right to make such laws, since it has the obligation 
to defend the common good of the people. The experience of the 
present war, as well as of other wars, has proved that conscription 
is a necessary measure of national defense. Hence men drafted 
for the army under such laws are bound in conscience to obey. 
Of course this obligation on the part of the citizen supposes an 
obligation on the part of the State to respect the rights of the indi- 
vidual. Thus the government would act unjustly if it made no 
provision for the spiritual well-being of the soldiers or allowed 
them to be surrounded by immoral influences. Again, it would be 
wrong not to exempt those whose services are necessary for the 
higher or more urgent needs of their fellow-citizens. Thus natural 
equity requires that the clergy be not subjected to the provisions 
of such a law, since the exercise of their calling is incomparably 
more advantageous to the general good than any service they could 
render in a purely military way. Likewise special provision should 
be made for those that have others dependent on them for life or 
support. 

2. The officials appointed to decide on exemptions from military 
service are bound ex officio to discharge their duties with honesty. 
They should apply the law with justice to all parties concerned, 
with favor to none. In the case of the medical examiners only 
reasons of health should influence their decision. However, in 
case of a real doubt as to the physical fitness of a man, the phy- 
sician who had knowledge of some other genuine title to exemption 
would not exceed his duty if he made a more careful examination 
to discover a defect acknowledged by law. In the present case the 
doctors were guilty of grave injustice. They had no right to 
accept the money offered them, for it was evidently intended as a 
bribe. It is not certain, though, that they are obliged to restore the 
gifts. To do a service for Pacificus they exposed themselves to 
the danger of suffering a severe penalty if their misconduct is dis- 
covered. This risk is compensated to some extent by the money 
received. 


3. Pacificus has certainly failed in his duty as a citizen. His 
horror of warfare and his love of peace do not excuse, for the 
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common good takes preference over the private good. His evasion 
of the duty imposed by a just law of his country is nothing less 
than disobedience to God from Whom all lawful authority comes. 
He should be subject not only for wrath, but also for conscience’s 
sake. However, some moralists would excuse both Pacificus and 
the physicians from the duty of restitution. It is true that by 
reason of the dishonesty that has been practised some man is called 
to the army who would not have been taken otherwise, or at least 
not so soon. But, it is argued, the cause of this is the law; the 
action of Pacificus and the physicians is only an occasion. It 
seems more correct, though, to say that their action caused the 
law to be applied. The man selected because of their fraud had a 
right that no injustice be committed by which his own call to the 
colors would be hastened. Hence if this has caused him any loss, 
the obligation of repairing it would fall on Pacificus first, and, he 
failing, on his partners in dishonesty. The confessor should not 
be hasty, however, in imposing the obligation of restitution. As 
similar cases of injustice might have happened before or after, it 
would be most difficult to determine just which man had suffered 
through the penitent’s fault or to what extent. The confessor 
should not fail, however, to instruct Pacificus that next after love 
and duty to God come love and duty to country, that to fight in a 
just war is a high act of virtue and a glorious privilege which no 
one should try to avoid unless legitimately excused. The penitent 
should also be admonished that it does not belong to the private 
individual to judge of the justness or unjustness of a war, but to 
the lawfully constituted authority, who alone are in a position to 
know and to judge and who alone are in conscience responsible for 
the decision. 
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